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' This people have I fonned for myself: fhey sl^dl show forth my praise i* 
(Isaiah xliii. 21,) *they shall abondanUy utter the memory of thy preat 
goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness, they shall speak of the glory 
of thy kifl^om, and talk of thy power.' (Psalm cxIt. 7, 1 1, is.) ' The Lord 
hath broaght forth our righteousness; come, and let us declare in Zion 
the waA of tiie Lord our God.' (Jer. li. lO.) 
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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION. 



To them that are ' written among the living in Jerusalem,' 
' Beloved of GoJ, called to be saints; grace to you and 
peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.' 
fhaiah (u. 3 .- Romans i. 7 J 

If the reason be asked (as well it may) why such a 
poor ignorant mortal should presume to appear in public, 
I will endeavour ejmply to state the circumstance by 
wliich the Lord was pleased to open and draw forth those 
testimonies contained in the following' pages. 

It came to pass on a certain day, that a certain person 
in the ministry called upon me, and wished to read some 
letters I had received from Dr. Hawker ; after reading, 
he requested to copy them for the Gospel Magazine, to 
which I consented.* And as the Lord has endeared the 
glory of his grace to my heart, I said, if ever those letters 
went from me, I intended, if it were the Lord's pleasure, 
to give a testimony before hie people of the truth and 
reality of hia own word, revealed, confirmed, and sealed, 
by his own power, and in his own time and way, freely 
of hia own good will and pleasure to me, aa a poor, help- 
and guilty sinner ; his forbearance, and long-suffering 
mercy, wisdom, power, everliisting love, and faithfulness. 
throu^ all my path, as a dear covenaiit God in Chrwfr 
Jesni J and also the glorious and prcciww.^MftWi^'^'^i^'*^ 



I 



of God the Holy GLoat, in breaking forth upon my soul, 
and loosing my bonds ; taking of the things of Christ 
and showing them to me, leading me to know and enjov 
my eternal 
blesaedneaa 






mlh Christ, and my completeness and 



I was then led to enquire of the Lord, if it were lus 
will to bring to my remembrance those things which he 
had wrought jaid taught in my soul during those manv 
years he had led me in the wilderness ? After some time 
had passed in waiting upon, and for the Lord, thoie 
siaiptures in the title page were laid upon my mind ; and 
as circuinstances were brought to my mind, the siheets 
soon became too bulky to accompany the letters in the 
Magazine, although I eadcavoured aa much as possihle 
to cut it short ; it was then thought most advisable to 
make them into a small tract and send them forth uiuleT 
the Lord's providence. 

I have thus far thought proper to state tlie circmn- 
stances by which I was led into the subject, and to show 
thai it came not from my wisdom, or the teaching of 
man, but was freely given by the l#ord. But however pure 
these things were received from the fountain, yet in pass- 
ing through my poor polluted nature, tJiere are the sad 
diacoveries of creature weakness and defilement ; and no 
wonder, while my whole nature is one complete mass of 
sin and corruption, in every thought, every desire, and 
every affection, which appears to pollute every thing that 
passes ^through it. So that, instead of glorying in the 
flesh, I am led down into the secret mysteries of iniquity 
within, in the deep and subtle workings of which I can- 
not fathom or define, and which are daily and hourly 
brought up to view, under which I groan and cry — 




' Behold I am vile.' Yea, so very poor in spiritual tilings^ 
that I cannot raise up one single longing or spiritual de-m 
sire or affection, or command one ray of light or openings 
into the word, the myateriea of the king-doi 
covenant of grace. Yea, the Lord has so ordered the'4 
whole of my path in every particular, as to have the 
whole glory to himself; not only in giving every spiritual 
hlessing in Christ from everlasting, but also the amazing 
depths of wisdom and sovereignty displayed in the open- 
ing and giving out of those blessings, as to baffle and 
confoimd my wisdom and pride, and leave me nothing 
to glory in but Him, who is the glory of his people 
Israel. (Luke ii. 32.) And in closing this preface, I de- 
sire to bear my testimony to the sweet fruits produced 
by the Spirit, as ' love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, feith, meekness, temperance,' (Gal. v. 
29, 23) ; and to induce the tendcrest affection and re- 
gard to His dear name. His honour and glory. 

I now desire to commit the whole to the sovereign I 
will and pleasure of the Lord, humtly praying him to I 
pardon every error ; and that, so far as His purpose. 
His word and work are found in it. His blessing may be I 
upon it, to prosper it in the thing whereunto He hatli I 
sent it ; well knowing: thai the whole government of Hia I 
kingdom is upon His shoulders, to order it ; and by His I 
own power, teaching, and witnessing, to confim 
tablish that kingdom in the souls of His own people: I 
and the sure effects will flow, to the eternal praise and J 
glory of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, now and for c 
Amen. (Isidah is. 6, 7 : Matt. vi. 13; Luke xvii. 21 1" 
Komane xiv. 17.) 



JOHN WADE. 
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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 



Tbb first edition of this work has been sold off some 
years since, and several applications were made for copies, 
to which I could pay no regard without a reprint, to 
which I had a great reluctance. Aa applications still 
continue, it should seem to be a call in the Lord's provi- 
dence ; and under this persuasion I concluded to make 
an effort to revise and reprint it. 

Ij In going througjh it for this purpose, I must confess I 
waa shocked at the unchristian spirit and expressions it 
contained i and though it certainly bore the marks of the 
teaching of the Spirit of God, yet there was by far more of 
the bitter, proud, and scornful spirit of John Wadb, than 
of the lovely sweet mind and spirit of the Lord Jksrs, 
and of which I am most truly and deeply aAamed (ea- 
pecially the latter part.) It is a mass of blind confusion 
and ignorance, most disgusting to my present mind, and 
most dishonourable to the name and glory of the Loru. 
I loathe it as I (lu myself and all that comes from me. I 
am obliged to leave out the whole of that piece, and have 
begged a few thoughts of the Lord, in reference to ' the 
exceeding riches of his grace,' to the drj- bones of the 
house of Israel, the blessed effects of redeeming love in 
the crucifying of Self, and a partaking of Christ in his 
mind and spirit as the effects of suffering with him. 



As far as my knowledge goes on the subject, experii"! 
mental redemption from Self, is a subject veiy rarelj^ I 
insisted upon. Peradventm'e it may fall into the hand' 1 
of 3ome poor sufferer under the cross. The Lord. ] 
preserve such from the weakneas and errors of 
judgment, and lead them by bis Spirit into the ' fulneas J 
of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.' 

Once it gratified ray poor vanity under the cloak of ~ 
humility, to pubhsh what is thought a deep experience, 
in a miserable detail of sin and rebeUion, and to manifest 
a spirit of enmity and bitterness against those who could 
not see with my eyes. I scorned the idea of free-will i 
and the spirit of the proud phariaee, not knowing I waa I 
the very man, and was manifesting the very same spirit I 
myself which I condemned m others. (Rom. ii. 1.) The | 
beam was in my own eye. (Math. yii. 3. I 

In the view of such poor vanity and sin I am made to I 
abhor myself before God ; and those who were once ray 
scorn, have now my pity and my prayers, and myself the i 
reproach, 1 

Under these convictiona, through the Lord's mercy, it J 
is my one continued effort to look unto Jcbub, ' who is I 
holy, harmless, undefiled,' the pure and spotless ' lamb of I 
God,' to the perfection of his righteousness, sacrifice, and J 
mediation, now in the presence of God, and the Father's 
love, dehght, and satisfaction in him, as the ' God of love i 
and peace.' From this rich fountain of pardoning love i 
and peace flows the soul-heafing and soul -sanctifying j 
power and virtue of redeeming love, as a rich and pure | 
Btream from the fulness of Christ to purge the corrupt 
foontaln from itit strife and bitterness. It is aa t^ I 
apostle suth, ' Beholding as in % gWia ftw ^i»3t^ ^ ^^ 
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Lord, we are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord.' 

Reader; may the Lord awake yom* spirit to see, to 
seek, and enjoy your high, happy, and holy privilege, of 
being made a partaker of Christ, in his holy person, his 
obedience, sacrifice, and mediation, in his lovely mind 
and spirit, 'that you may show forth the praises, the 
virtues (margin) of him,' that he may have the whole 
glory of his love from all the powers of your ransomied 
spirit ; and ' that the name, the person, the love, the 
goodness, mercy, wisdom, power, holiness, and all that 
is contained in the name and person of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according 
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.* 
(2 Thess. i. 12.) 

JOHN WADE. 

Uppingham. October, 1841. 
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EVERLASTING LOVE. 
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It is not my design, neitlier is it poasible, to note down 
tlie first visits of the Lord to my soul, which were early 
in life ; and which, though they were not attended with 
power to dehver me from the works of darkness, yet 
they are marks of the tender mercy and love of the Lord 
to me, when dead in sin. Tlie relation of all the events 
which filled up the space of more than twenty years, 
would he too tedious to insert : the first three or four 
years of which were made up of convictions, and vows, 
and backsliding^, until the word of the Lord came into 
my soul, ' Wherefore, come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and I will receive yoo, and be a Father unto you, 
aad ye shall be my sona and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty.' (2 Cor. vi. 17. 18.) The power that came 
into my soul with tliesc words of life, broke, as it were, 
my covenant with sin and sinners, and separated me from 
my old company and outward sins. My awful state by 
nature as a sinner, and a whole life of ?in, were brought 
before me ; and I was led to cry for mercy day and night 
as a poor guilty creature before God. 



Thus, while dandled oi 
concluded my warfare was 
undeceived me ; when I v 
drawn from the breast. (x3 



After some time had passed in this state, it came to 
pass one night, that I dreamed I saw Jesus Christ cru- 
cified upon the cross before me, and I kneeling at the 
foot of the cross ; I thought I said ' Blessed Jesus, didst 
thou suffer all this for my ains ?' I then awoke in teara, 
with my mind overflowing with love, peace, and comfort, 
the sweetest I ever experienced in the whole of my pil- 
grimage, until the year 1829, I had sweet and frequent 
CDiumuiiion with Chriat, and felt the assurance of the 
pardon of my sins, and the openness of his heart, and the 
freeness of his love to me, 

1 the knee, (Isaiah Ivi. 12) I 
at an end ; but the Lord soon 
■as weaned from the milt, and 
"viii. 29.) My former convic- 
tions, which had been strong, had driven me to a close 
attention to church, but it now became a dead service to 
me. The Lord followed me with fresh power in the 
words, ' Come out from among them,' &c. and 1 was 
obliged to leave it. Notwithstanding all that stood in 
the way, the Lord gave me strength by this word, ' Yea, 
and all that wiU hve godly in Christ Jesus shall snflCT 
persecution.' (3 Tun. iii. 11, 12.) And out of all the 
Lord delivered me. 

But to cut short this part of my experience. I then 
went to hear the Arminians and other sects for a short 
time. I heard with great delight ; read and prayed 
much ; aided the system of making proselytes (Matt, xxlii. 
15); walked in all the commandments and ordinances 
blameless. Here 1 felt myself at home, and began to 
bless myself, and cry Peace. 

Sometimes, on reflecting on past experiences, and 
what I had gone through, I considered myself no com- 
mon Christian ; which filled me with pride and vanity. I 
thought I was rich wid increased with goods, and needed 
nothing i not knowing that I was wretched, and miser- 
able, and poor, and blind, and naked. Rev. iii. 17. 



After going on about three yeaia in tliis condition, I 
full into a cold and insensible state of mind, and sin beg;aa 
to break ont at times, which mucli alarmed me. I lost 
my tenderness of conscience, my love, zeal, and enjoy- 
ment of the means. This made me fear greatly. Fret- 
fulnesa, peevishness, and rebelUon against cross-provi- 
dences took hold of me, and I 'fell under a heavy 
temptation, which lay upon me eight or nine years after, 
and sorely afflicted my mind at times. This drove me 
close to the means, but I found no strength from them. 
Prayer became hard work, I strove to curb my evil 
nature, but in vain. Iniijuities prevailed against 
I feared greatly lest I should make shipwreck of faith 
and a good conscience ; which often led me to cry out, 
' Create in me a dean heart, O God, and renew a right 
sjnrit within me.' Psalm h. 10. 

I cleaved close to the means, though aU was dry and 
barren. My mind became dark and bewildered, and my 
heart dreadfully hard, and my conscience seared aa with 
a hot iron. I thought of a phrase I had heard, of being 
gospel -hardened. This seemed exactly my case — given 
up to a reprobate mind, (Rom. i. 28.) my heart seemed 
filled up with all unrighteoufineas, darkness, and con- 
fusion. Whatever I heard or read, whether of judgments 
or of mercies, made no impression. These things could 
not soften my wretched heart. After I had been in thi* 
state for a length of time, these words come into ray 
mind with much sweetneaa and comfort : ' I the Lord 
do keep it,' Isa. xvii. 3 ; which in some measure relieved 
my sorrow, and gave me a little hope. Gut this proved 
very short : my miseries and sorrows all returned as be- 
fore. Soon after this, the doctrine of Election was 
brought before me ; and my heart raged with the most 
nwfu] enmity and rebellion against God, and I felt as if I 
could tear the Almighty from his throne ; and as if. rather 
than be saved by Cluist alone, I would be dfl,TOii<iA\iA\«5ii. 
for ever. 



4 
I 



My soul trembles, as I look back at these awful 
thoughts, (which I well remember,) and I rejoice in the 
tender mercies of my dear covenant God. When these 
desperate fits were over, and my mind was a little calmed, 
then the wretched nature of my sin and my awfnl con- 
dition almost chilled my blood, and sunk down my sonl 
into deep despair. 

After about twelve months, these words stopped my 
mouth from caviling- at the doctrine of Hection, ' la it 
not lawfiil for me to do what I will with mine own ?' 
' Woe to him tliat striveth with his Maker,' Mat. xi, 15. 
Isa. slv. 9. But my heart still rebelled against the 
sovereignty of God. After this the word of the Lord 
came with power into my heart, ' I know you, that yon 
have not the love of God in you.' John v. 22. It came 
as if the Lord bad singled me out from all the world, 
and pointed at me with the finger ; ' I know you,' &c. 
while I felt liis piercing eye, ransacking every comer of 
my wTctcbed heart. This proved it to be the word of 
the Lord, ' quick and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder 
of soul and spirit and of the joints and marrow, and is a 
discemer of the thoughts and intents of the heart. ' Heb. 
iv. 12. In this furnace all my free-will religion seemed 
to be burnt up, and shown to be cursed hypocrisy before 
God. My mouth was stopped, and I was covered with 
shame and confusion, and filled with guilt and horror of 
soul. If I attempted to cry to God, there appeared no- 
thing but wrath and terror before me, and Satan close 
upon me ; so that I dare not open my mouth. If I at- 
tempted to ask a blessing on my food, as soon as 1 began 
to speak, these words would come with such power and 
stop me, and sink down my sold into the deepest dia- 
trees, • I will even cm-se your blessings,' Mai. ii. 2 j and 
these words would follow me continually, ' Ye are cursed 
with a curse.' iii. 9. 

The Lord had now laid judgment to tlie Une and rtgh- 





teouEness to the plummet ; hia hail was now eweepiog 
away the refuge of lies, and his waters overflowing the 
hiding-place. (Isa. xsviii. 17-) ' Behold Ae breaketh down 
and it cannot be built again ; he shutteth up a man and 
there can be no opening,' Job xii. 14. ; see Hosea ii. 6. 
to the end. 1 heard of the promiaes of God to them that 
beUeved; to them that loved and feared God, and that 
were sanctified ; whose hearts were purified by faith, and 
who fled for refuge to lay hold on Christ. &c. But alas ! 
as for me, I had none of these things, but quite the re- 
verse : I waa full of sin, unbelief, rcbelhon, enmity, and 
darkness, and estranged from God ; nor could I hear of 
any thing to give me hope. 

In what a wretched state my mind was, and what 
were my feebnga I cannot even attempt to describe j 
notwithstanding all this I stiU. cleaved to the means, and 
sometimes had power to pour, out my complaints to the 
Lord, and to beg that he would bless the means to my 
soul. I laboured hard to keep up my profession, and to 
obtain peace of mind, and would fain have been deUvered 
from my wretched state of mind, but could not. 

After a long time waiting in this miserable condition, 
the Lord in mercy sent this sweet word with power mto 
my soul, in a most miserable day of darkness and distress, 
(not under the means, as they are called, but when alone,) 
' I will bring the blind by a way that they know not; 
I win lead them in paths that they have not known, I 
will make darkness light before them, and crooked things 
straight, these things will I do unto them and not forsake 
them.' The sweet power and comfort which came with 
these words made my soul weep for joy, and for a short 
season to forget its misery. I ran immediately to my 
Bibb tofindthem, whichldidinlsa.slii. 16. But alas ! 
in a few days all was doubted as being a delusion, and aa 
coming from Satan ; and I must go down again into the 
deep. My terrors returned with double force; my state 
seemed described by the apostle, Hcb. vi. 4 to S, x. 
B 3 
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to 29. My sins appeared desperate ; they were spiritual 
wickedness committed after I had received a knowledge 
of the truth ; after being once enlightened, and having 
tasted the good word of God, &c. and it is impossible to 
renew such again to repentance, I thought I had rejected 
Christ as the only Saviour, and had done despite to the 
Spirit of grace. This seemed to explain tie cause why 
my heart was given up to ain, and so filled with rebellion 
against God, that nothing was blessed, but all was fall of 
cursing and bitterness, within and without, and that I 
could find no repentance ; tliat my heart was sealed op, 
given over to a reprobate mind. 

Sometimes in my distress these words would come and 
sink down my soul, ' Having eyes full of adultery and 
that cannot cease from sin.' 2 Pet, ii. 14. Nol cannot 
cease from sin — all is sin ; all my strength, and nature, 
thoughts, prayers, and profession ; and a WTCtched heart 
full of sin, everflowing, overflowing ; cannot cease from 
sin. After this, these words came : ' Or despisest thou 
the riches of his goodness, &c. but after thy hardness 
and impenitent heait, treasurest up unto thyself wrath 
against the day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God.' Whathorror, distress, darkness, yea, 
what awful forebodings of ' the blackness of darkness for 
ever' came upon me. Jude 1 3th verse; Ktod. xix. 16 to 
19; Heb.xii. 21 ; Uab. iii. 16; Zqj. i. 14 to IS; Joel 
ii. 1 to 11; Isa. ii. 10 to 22; Ezek. xxa. 17 to 22. 
"Wliat tongue or pen hath ever described what is felt in 
the soul while the Lord is leading his dear people into 
the knowledge of their ruined condition by nature, as all 
ein, aud nothing but ein ; and revealing his righteom 
judgments in the eoiil in its condemnation ? 

Nothing now appeared " but a certain fearful looting 
for of judgment and fiery indignation which shall devour 
the adversaries ;' and what fcehngs are produced by this 
certain fearful looking for of judgment, can only be km 
{but not described) by those poor but preriona souls. 
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Eire compassing Mount Sinai, whom the Lord is proving 
hy the ' spirit of judgment, and the spirit of burning.' 
Isaiah iv. 4 ; sxxi. 9. While these things were rolling 
over mv mind, I was sometimes enabled to pour out my 
complaints before the Lord, in his own words, Hoseaxiv. 
2. 'O Lord, rebidte me not in thine anger, neither 
chasten me in thine hot displeasure ; have mercy upon 
me, O Lord, for I am weak, O Lord heal me, for my 
bones are vexed ; my soul is also sore vexed, but thou, 
O Lord, how long f ' Psalm vi, ' 1 am troubled ; I am 
bowed down greatly ; I go monrning aU the day long, 
thine arrows stick fast in me, and tliy hand presseth me 
acre." Psahn xxxviii. 2 6. 'Be pleased O Lord to de- 
liver me, O Lord make haste to help me.' Pa. x!. 13. 

Thus I "roared, by reason of the disquietnesa of my 
heart.' Instead of answers of peace and deliverance, by 
the pardon of my sins, godly sorrow, and humUity to 
walk with God, which I longed to possess — came heavy, 
dark, afflicting, and distressing providences, which crossed 
me in every thing I proposed. ' My purposes are broken 
off, even the thoughts of my heart.' Job xvii. 11. At 
which my wretched heart and nature manifested the most 
awful rage and rebeUion; '.like a bullock unaccustomed 
to the yoke.' or ' a wild bull in a net, being full of the 
fury and rebukes of the Lord God.' Jer. xxxi. IS. Isa. 
li. 20. 

While labouring and waiting under these distresses, 
all that I heard was bondage and misery. I was told to 
cultivate faith, love to God, repentance, humihty, meek- 
ness, resignation, universal and sincere obedience to all 
the commands of God, love to the brethren, &c. without 
these things tliere was no salvation for me. AU my na- 
ture being corrupt, sinful, and desperately wicked, and 
laden with sin, all that I heard only tended to seal my 
condemnation, and to make my life bitter. Alas ! what 
could I cultivate but siu and misery ! If one good thought 
could have delivered me from mv "HreVcVti. woviSM-ioa, ot 



I 
I 



gained me the favor of 'God, I could Tiot have produced 
it. That which was exacted from me, and required of 
me to cultivate, in a way of duty, or sort of bondage, or 
as it were law-work, I now find sweetly flowing from the 
infinite and abundant fulness of my dear and gracious 
LordJcEusChriEt,(Col.i. 19; Epli. i. 3, 22, 23 ; iv.l3; 
Jolini.l6; Deut. xxviii. 12;) and from the blessed tes- 
timonies, witnessing;, and working of the Holy Ghost, 
(John xvi. 14 ; Dent. xxx. 6 ; Rom. v. S ; xv. 1 3 ; Heb. 
xiii. 20, 21; Col. i. 1 to 13;) the Lord fulfilling 'all 
the pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with 
power.' 2 Thess. i. 11. 19. 

As I could hear of no esqierience, nor of any mercy or 
refuge for one so entirely helpless, lost, ruined, and un- 
done, I concluded there never was one in my case that 
ever had mercy or deliverance given him. I then thought 
I would try the people called the church, if ever any of 
them had felt as I did. "When I opened my mouth, and 
began to tell of my wretched depi-aved heart and nature, 
my sin, darkness, hardaess of heart, helplessness, igno- 
rance, unbelief, rebellion, &c. some told me I was bound 
to love God for what he was in himself; I told them, I 
saw nothing in him but wratli and terrible majesty, and 
could not love him ; skin for skin, all that I could do. or 
think of, or hear, or read, could not produce love, or de- 
bver me from my condemnation. Others told me to ap- 
propriate Christ to myself, and to apply the promises. 
Others said I should not give way to such thoughts and 
feelings, but meditate on Christ. Others said they neyer 
heard of any one being in such a condition. Some ad- 
vised me to join the church and to dj'uik of the conduit- 
pipes, (the means of grace,) and my mind would be more 
settled and established ; and as that was what I greatly 
longed for, I joined what is called the church, with much 
prayer and ti'embling, lest I should turn out a Judas or 
Esau among them. 

But alas ! the pijies were all dry pipes ; as 





of grace and the everlasting covenant of grace and peace 
made for me ia Christ, was neither known nor preachedi 
There was no grace in the means. Sometimes at ordi- 
nances my mind has been driven almost to distraction 
with these words : ' Therefore, thus saith the Lord God, 
behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry ; 
behold, my servants shall drink, hut ye shall he thirsty ; 
behold, my servants shall rejoice, bat ye shall be ashamed j 
behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart, but ye 
shall cry for sorrow of heart, and shall howl for vexatiott 
of spirit ; and ye shall leave your name for a carse mito 
my chosen, for the Lord God shall slay thee, and call hie 
ser\-ant3 by another name." Isa. Ixv. 13, 14. 15 ; hi. 5. 
Oh ! the hitter anguish and vexation, what lamentation 
and howling of soul, as it were the echoes of the bitter . 
howling of the damned, shaking all within me. AVhile ■ 
all about mc were eating, drinking, receiving, and sing- ■ 
iug for joy of heart, my heart and mouth were sealed up. I 
After this I tried the minister, to see if he could know I 
any thing about me, or give me any directions. I had 
many a long conversation with him, and after opening 
my mind a httle, he told me that I was verj- ner^-oua, and 
that the weather had great effect upon me, which I knew ; 
but I said my heart and nature were the same ih all 
weathers. At other times he asked mc if I could not 
arise and shake myself from these feehngs ? I told him 
I had neither strength nor power to lift up myself; my 
experience was that exactly described in the Ixxxviii. 
Psalm, 4 — 6; cvii. 10. 'Bound in affliction and iron, &c.' 
By his answers. I found he knew nothing of my case, and 
I often told him so ; hut he said he did. The next time 
we were in conversation togefhor, I told him, 1 thought 
my heart grew worse and worse, and like ihe troubled 
sea was continnally casting up rebeUion, enmity, unbelief, 
and all manner of evil : when he, (with ail the solemnity 
and gravity of a judge passing sentence) said, ' I tay^Y 
upon my very soul, that vfil^vQoS. \ovt \o Goi.'Oti.^t^'' 
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such thing aa being a Christian.' I knew that, but I 
wanted to know how to come at it ; this he nev-er told 
me. After mnch conversation, I asked him if ever he 
was in my state ? and, if he was, how did he get out of 
it ? how he obtained faith, love, &c. ? But I could obtain 
no satisfactory answer ; there was nothing said of the 
sweet work of God the Holy Ghost, in shedding abroad 
the love of God in the heart, and opening and abowing' 
the precious things of Christ, or the work of faith with 
power, &c. The nest time I saw him, I said, " It is of 
no use to talk with you, for you do not understand what 
I feel or wliat I want, unless you cun understand this 
Ecripture, ''But the God of idl grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jeans, after that ye have 
suffered awhile, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you.' 1 Peter v. 10. This is what I want.' He 
said, ' All, I perceive ! you are looking for what you will 
never have.' I said, ' Then, if I have not that, I have 
nothing, I am lost for ever.' The Lord has mercifully 
proved his own word, and stabliehed my soul in an ever- 
lasting covenant of peace in the Lord Jesus Christ, aa 
the Lord my righteousness and my salvation. 

After this, there came in September, 1818, aminister, 
and preached from Jer. 1. 5. After speaking of the 
covenant in his way, he said, ' We must have faith and 
repentance to cement our souls in the covenant.' This being 
the way proposed for my entering into covenant with 
God, it completely closed the door and shut me out of 
the covenant ; aa I had nothing, and coidd cultivate no- 
thing, being entirely helpless and 'nretched ; my distress 
and misery was greatly increased by this sermon, as I 
find written in a paper after hearing the sermon ; ' There 
is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say to us, 
make brick, go ye, get you straw where you can find it 
and fulfil your works, 8ic.' See Exodus v. throughout. 
Thus do those bondmen scatter bondage and death, and 
'fpeak to the grief uf those whom the Lord has wounded.' 
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Psalm Isii, 26, ' For the vile person will speak villanj^ 1 
and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy and ' ■ 
to utter error against the Lord, to make empty the soul 
of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty 
to fail.' Isaiah xxxii. 6, 7. ' They turn the needy out 
of the way ; they cause t)ie naked to lodge without cloth- 
ing, they pluck the fatherless from the hreast ; they take 
away tlie sheaf from the hungry ; they are of those that 
rebel against the light ; theyknownot the waya thereof; 
nor abide in tlie paths thereof.' Job ixiv, • Woe be 
nnto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my 
pasture! saith the Lord. 1 have not sent these prophets, 
yet they ran ; I have not spoken to them, yet they pro- 
phesied ; how long shall tliis he in the hearts of the 
prophets that prophesy lies f yea, they arc propliets of 
the deceit of their own hearts, &c.' Jer, xxiii. 

Those who have not been brought down nnder the 
conviction of sin, cannot enter into the experience of those 
who are exercised with it, nor the sweet experience of 
deliverance from it by the love and power of the Holy 
Ghost, in manifesting or showing the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and what are the exceeding riches of the Fatber's grax^e 
and everlasting love, in choosing, predestinating, accept- 
ing, and blessing ; nor of Jesus betrothing in eternal 
union ; nor of the sweet communion and fellowship 
really and truly enjoyed in the soul, with all the persons 
of the Godhead ; nor of following the Lord in a sweet 
life of faith, and holiness of conversation becoming the 
gospel, while receiving of his fulness grace for grace. 
(Viet. iii. 17 ; Uom. vii.; John xvi. 14 ; Ephe. i. 3— 
6,u.7: Hos.ii. 19, 20; IJphni. 3; Eph. u. 10 j v. 1 ; 
Joint. 16.) 

It is very grievous to pervert the gospel by a legal , 
spirit, in setting forth a system of duties — instead of lead-' 
in^ the aiBicted soul to Clu*ist and the fulness of Ills re-- 
demption, to receive from him all that will adorn 1 
tmneandgospel. That is a very awful charge agiunst tha' 
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slie])herda of Israel, ' The diseased have ye not atrength- 
ened, neither have ye healed that which was sick ; neither 
have ye hound up that which was broken ; neither have 
ye brought agaia that which was diiven away ; neither 
have ye sought that which was lost ; but with force and 
with cruelty have ye ruled them ; ye have thrust with 
side and with shoulder, sjid pushed all the diseased with 
your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad." Gal. i. 
7, S ; Horn. XT, 29, Ezek. xxxiv. throughout. 

My conscience was filled at times with terrible appre- 
hensions of the wrath to come- Heavy, dark, and 
afHicting providences pursued me, and the hand of the 
Lord appeared going out against me in everj- way, and 
every thing that befel me. Hearing nothing to encourag-e 
a poor helpless sinner, but the reverse — man was indeed, 
fallen but had aU his powers, and capable of doing much 
— while, on the contrary, the Holy Ghost was continually 
convincing me of my utter helpless and wretched con- 
dition. So that what I heard and what the Lord taught 
in my soul, was aU contradiction and confusion. 

While these things were going on in my soul, I was 
filled at times, with murmurings against the Lord, for 
hia severe dealings (as I thought) with me, and used to 
mutter over those hitter complaints recorded in Lam. iii. 1 
— 18, na they esactly suited my feelings ; see also Job 
iii. 20; vii. 15— 21; is, 17, 18.27—35; Psalm Ixxxviii. 
and cii. 1 — 11. My cries to God were many and fre- 
quent, and eomctimca for days together, I could think of 
nothing but ' Lord help me,' ' O Lord I am oppressed, 
undertake for me.' 1 was sorely distressed because I 
cotdd not receive what is called the overture of mercy, as 
others did. 

I then tried the people again, to know how they did 
to receive Clirist, to get faith and salvation, and what 
they felt of their wretched natures, what meant darkness, 
chains, and bondage of soul in the prison-house, or how 
they got out ; but how, or what these things were, none 




could ever rdate. After aU my efforts, strivings, and 
thiralings of Bonl to get faith, and Christ, and salvation, 
and to get united to him and to love him, to have pB.Tdoii 
of my sins and to be reconciled to God, I found it alto- 
gether impossible, and nothing could ever move me. I ' 
concluded there must be something more desperate in 
my nature than other sinners. This sorely staggered me, 
as the Lord had not led me into the chambers of ima- 
gery, (Ezek. viii.) nor taught me by experience the truth 
of his word (John vi. 44) in the bitter soul experience 
of it; and no man who has been here, will ever preach 
or hear the doctrine of free-will, or creature- ability, to 
■work the work of God. For though I was so distressed, 
■wretched, guilty, sinful, and ready to perish, and would 
look to Christ and come to him for mercy, then there 
would rise up the desperate pride, self-will of my wretched 
nature — as if just ready to say in the eame breath. Lord I 
be merciful to me a poor guilty, miserable, and distressed 
einner — aaother voice from ■within would aay, I would 
rather be damned than submit to Christ alone. O what 
hard strugglmgs were these in my soul, and often per- 
plexed me day and night for a length of time. He, who 
from eternity gave me to Christ, he only can give Christ 
to my Bonl, and that God the Holy Ghost who anointed 
me in Christ, only can take of the things of Christ and 
show them to my soul, and witness to my eternal adop- 
tion, and bring forth that sweet cry from my soul, of 
' Abba Father." (Johnxvii.2; Gal. i. 16 ; Psahn slv. 7; 
2 Cor. i. 21 ; Rom. viii. 15.) 

However, to be short, fiiiding no answers to prayer, I 
'hope deferred maketh the heart sick.' Prov. siii. 12. 
My desperate heart was sufiered again to break out, and 
I do tremble as I relate the awful out-breakings of a 
heart so desperately wicked. I was led to conclude there 
■was no such thing as ever knowing anything about God, 
if there ever were any God ; and if there were a God, 
vonld go to hell and tell all the dc\T\i m ^Mi^ ftvB.X"^'*' 



not faithful to his word, and that 1 had prayed to him bo 
many years and had proved him so ; and worse than all, 
nty malicious heart rejoiced in doing it. Oh ! what shall 
I Bay unto thee, ' thou preserver of men,' my long-suf- 
fering, gracious covenant God, that preserved me in 
Christ Jesus, called me by thy grace, and led me about 
and instructed me, and dehvered me from the snare of 
the fowler, and from my own most wretched heart and 
devilish and malicious nature ! Thou hast indeed led 
captivity captive, and taten the captive from the mighty, 
and dehvered the prey from the terrible. (Isa, xlix. 25.) 

Close after this 1 was filled with the moat distressing 
horror of soul, as expecting shortly to be visited by the 
righteous judgment of God, and sent to realize my misery, 
which sometimes, like the kindlings of divine wrath with- 
in me, again chilled my blood. I often wandered into 
the fields by night, aiid often cried unto the Lord, but 
Bometimca dare not look up. I would have given all the 
world to have been hke any animal, that my soul might 
have died for ever to escape my misery ; but alas ! here 
was no hope for me ever to have peace or comfort like 
these happy creatures possessed. How did I envy their 
itate, and bemoan my wretched condition ! 

Soon after these tilings, as I was coming home from 
chapel, full of confusion and misery, on a sudden these 
sweet words were spoken with sweet power and comfort 
to my poor distressed soul ; (O the tender mercy of my 
dear and gracious Lord.) ' Sanctified by God the Father, 
preserved in Jesus Christ, and called.' Jude i. These 
Bweet words in a measure reheved my mind. I cannot 
pass over tliis without remarking the tender mercies and 
watchful eye of my dear covenant God to my soul, in my 
deep distress and misery, notwithstanding my awfu! re- 
beUion and ein, as a proof of his good pleasure to me in 
Chiist alone, to the praise of the glory of that grace which 
chose and accepted me, in tlie beloved. 

These sweet scriptures given me by the Lord at 
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different times were all I had to live upon, and 
there was life in them. (Deut. viii, 3, John vi. 63.) 
Alas ! the sweetness and power that came with these 
words wore soon gone ; but these worda stuck fast 
by me, ' in Christ Jesus.' Yet how to get 'in Christ 
Jesus' and to be preserved in him I could not get at, 
nor understand. Numbers of scriptures such as ' ff any 
Toan be in Christ,' ' Ye are all one in Christ Jesus.' ' To 
all the saints in Christ Jesus,' &c. But horn to get in 
Christ, or what it was to be in Christ, here was the 
mystery. I could not get in by faith, for I could not 
beUeve ; nor by works, for I was condemned in aD by 
the law as sin. I was exhorted to get an interest in 
Christ, to put on Christ, to apply the promises, to appro- 
priate Christ to myself, to love Christ, &c. Sometimea 
there was something said about an emanation or an in- 
fluence, but this thing I could not find in all the word of 
God. Tills was darkening counsel by words without 
knowledge. (Job xxxviii. 2.) Alas, I had no strength, no 
feith, no love, nor could I cultivate any, all was dismal 
bondage, darkness, and confusion ; nor could I cultivate 
any thing but sin, unbelief, and fear that hath torment ; 
all that I heard only tended to confusion, and to gall my 
afflicted conscience. 

However, being under a legal spirit, and fearing I 
might he wrong, I still attended, though with great grief 
to my wounded conscience, and the great question still 
undecided, how to get an interest in Christ. And before 
I show the way in which it pleased the Lord to bring m« 
acquainted with the letter of his precious truth and the 
plan of salvation, as a means of relieving my anxiety r' 
that time, I must beg leave to state, that be has been 
pleased to lead me about and instruct me, by many of 
what aire called heavy, afflicting, and perplexing provi- 
dences, which he in his wisdom and eternal purpose was 
pleased to appoint in my path, and in his mercy brought 
to pass. While passing through these, my wiadHOi-' 
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often confounded and shown to be foolishness, and per. 
verted my way, and my heart fretted against the Lord ; 
every attempt to extricate myself only tended to my own 
confusion and distress, and to mortify the pride and self- 
will of my stubborn nature, for in every one the Lord 
seemed to say, ' My eounsel shall stand, and I will do all 
my pleasure.' ' My glory will I not give to another, 
neither my praise to graven images.' Isa. xlvi. 10, lUi. 
8. The purposes of the Lord being deep laid in hia eter- 
nal wisdom, (Psalm ixxvi. 6; icii. 5; Ixxvii. 19.) 
every circTimstance connected with these diepenaaiions 
was so ordered as to place deliverance beyond the reach 
of an arm of fiesh ; and many times the Lord has shut 
up my mind from seeking help from that quarter ; and 
notwithstanding my many mnrmurings and rebellion, he 
has sometimes so broke down my spirit into the sweet 
experience of that scripture, Fsalm csxiii. 1, 2, and 
brought me to his feet to wait his mercy alone to dehver, 
and he has so often manifested his kiud deliverances in 
hia own way and time, and by his own power, and sealed 
the conviction upon my poor heart even in the most 
trifling circumstances, as they are called (Matt. x. 29. 
30; Rom. xi. 33 — 36,) as to make his leadings in pro- 
vidence most sacred and sweet to mv soul, and his glory 
dear to my heart. 

With these things in my mind, I cannot pEiss over the 
providence which the Lord appomted to open the correa- 
pondence with his servant H&wkbr, seeing the Lord 
himself hath recorded a similar instance in Acta x, 5, 6. 
in directing Cornelius to the house where he had lodged 
hia servant Peter. Many other similar instances are 
recorded, where tlie Lord has literally directed the steps 
of his people, and others also, to bring about the eternal 
purposes of his love ; Abraham's servant was led to the 
very spot where, and at the very time when the appointed 
damsel should come. (Gen. xxiv. 27.) Gideon's feet 
must be directed to the very tent, and at the very moment, 
to hear tlie dream. A cerfain roan, liis wife, and two 




sons must go into tlie country of Moab, to bring oat 
Ruth. (Judges Tii. 13; Rath i. l; Matt. i. 5.) The 
woman of Samaria must come to draw water as Jesus sat 
on the well. (John iv. 7.) Pharaoh's daughter must 
come to tlie very spot, and her eye be turned to behold 
the ark. Moses must kill, and fear, and flee to Midian, 
and lead tbe flock to the backside of the desert, to the 
very bush where the Lord designed to dehver him his 
commission. The unconscious Ishmaelites must come in 
sig-ht just in time to carry Joseph into Egypt. Sisera 
must flee to the tent of Jael, to be delivered into the 
hands of a woman. (Exod. ii. 5. 12, 14, 15 ; iii. 1, 2; 
Gen. Kxxvii. 25 ; xlv. 7. 8; Judges ix. 9. 17. &c.) And 
how often lias the Lord guided my unconscious feet to 
the very place and person he hath appointed, to 
meet with and bless rae with the sweetest openings of 
bis inflnite wisdom, in bringing about the whole, as has 
astomahed ray poor thoughtlesa heart ! 

It pleased the Lord to afflict my poor wife for meiny 
years, and having tried all doctors near us to no purpose, 
we were advised to go to one at Leicester. When we 
came there my path was directed to pass a shop, (I think 
kept by Calladinb,) where were some tracts. I had 
passed many shops with windows full of books, but my 
mind being full of trouble I took no notice of them. 
Here reason may ask why and wherefore stop here to 
notice these ? For the same reason that the brethren of 
Joseph should lift up their eyes to behold the Ishniaelites, 
or the daughter of Pharaoh behold the ark, or the com- 
passion of her heart moved towaids the babe — to fulfil 
the eternal purpose of God, as much as the passage 
through the Red Sea. (Acts xv. 18.) As 1 read on the 
title-page this inscription, ' Affect'tonatety recommended to 
the Church of God in this God-dishonoring, Christ-de- 
mising, Holy Ghost- disowning genercUion' it was instantly 
^impreseed on my mind that these troctb c<::tQ.'watfA'^»& 
very ihing'I wanted to know. Ibo\ig\ABeset«I^'A'i^* 
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and there was opened to me the being in CArisl and the 
blessedness of it, in the eternal love and exceeding- riches 
of grace of each glorious person in the Trinity or God- 
head, towards the objects of everlasting love, and so 
clearly opened in the holy word, and witnessed therein 
by the Lord's people. These things gave me, as it were, 
entirely new \\evs of the Bible and the plan of salvation 
altogether ; my heart cleaved to the Lord in earnest cries 
to understand the blessed mysteries of the kingdom. But 
it not being the Lord's time for deliverance, I was soon 
after plunged again into deep distress, and as it appeared 
to me to be given up of God, and my heart sealed ap and 
given over to the torments and fury of the devil and his 
fiends in these distresses. 

However, one day I resolved to state my feelings in a 
letter, aa well as I was able, and directed it by the ad- 
dress on the tracts, if peradvenhire it might find him, if 
alive ; and to my great surprise, in about a fortnight I 
received my first letter from Dr. Mawker, wherein he 
showed, and that from the Lord's word, that the work 
was of God, which gave me some little hope at times, 
that the end might he blessed. It was indeed a sweet 
letter to me, as also the other letters which 1 afterwards 
received in answer to mine ; some of which came in sea- 
sons of distress and sorrow, and which for a time reheved 
my mind ; and my motive for mentioning this, ia the 
Lord's glory in the mysterious leadings of his proridence, 
wiiich he has so often made dear to my heart ; and 
although the Lord had not appointed Sa. Hawkrr aa 
the instrument to bring debverance to my soul, yet he 
baa proved liim in my instance to be a true prophet, aad 
sent, and richly anointed with the Holy Ghost, to be a 
faithful witness tn the truth as it is in Jesus, unto the 
people of God, before acrooked and perverse generation, 
in this day of reboke and blasphemy. And as the Lord 
has ftdfiUed to me those precious views of Christ as set 
forth in the letters,' I desire to set to my seal, and to 




bless the Lord for havino; raised up snch a faithful 
nesa to his truth and eaSvation. See Jer. 

The Lord well knowing the wretched pronenei 
my heart to idolatry, was pleased to elose the 
pondence with his servant Hawkkr, wliieh 
great grief to me ; especiaUy as I had t 
with the Lord, nor any with man. I had now to strug- 
gle, as it were, alone, and to groan out my requests 
unto the Lord ; and I have to admire the Lord's wisdom 
and goodness in this (Uspensation. However, as I 
loved the truth, as stated in the letters and tracts, and 
as clearly proved in the Bible, I was instructed into 
' the way of the Lord more perfectly.' Consequently I 
seldom attended chapel, as the blessed truth was not to 
be found there. Soon after, I was called upon by one of 
the principal men of the church, to enquire my reasons 
for my absence. I told him, because I could not hear 
the gospel. This opened to a long conversation, in which 
he pleaded how the minister had been under the wisest 
and best of teachers, and how it hurt his feehiigs to see 
any of his people absent themselves. I then told him it 
was written, ' Allthy children shall be taught of the Lord.' 
As the man grew warm, I could scarcely get a word in 
for a length of time ; but, on his going away, I sdd, 
' Well, air, I shall lay the matter again before the Lord, 
as I have done many times before ; and if I should be 
directed to attend again, I will do it ; hut if not, I am 
euro I cannot.' At which, he turned again, and answered 
in these words, ' The Lord ! the Lord has nothing to do 
with it ! I verily beheve you are under the delusion of 
the devil.' This was certainly a failure of brotherly 
kindness and charity ; but the Lord did not leave me in 
theirhands, 'norcondemnme whenl wasjudg'ed.' These 
words encouraged me to bring the matter before tJie 
Lord, to beg direction and strength from hii 
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neglect of a known command of God, in not assembling 
with the people of God. My only reply was, I could not 
find them. 

It pleaited the Lord that these things should come to 
paiB at ft time when my eternal state hung in doubt before 
me , nnd the heavens were as iron, and the earth as braeG, 
III) access or opening to the throne, wrath and terror in 
my Koul, the hnnd of the Lord appeared dosing against 
me in providence, and a poor afflicted wife ; the enemy 
broke in upon me as a flood of violent temptation, saying, 
' Alan ! poor soul, what a wretched condition have you 
brought yourself into by your obstinacy and self-wiD, 
you have left off to behave yourself wisely and to do 
good, you have left the people and ordinances of God. It 
would have been better never to have known the way of 
righteouBnesB, than to have known and turned from it ; 
the Inst dtate is worse tban the first. See how cheerful 
and happy are those christian friends you have left; and 
even the wicked are provided with employment to earn 
their bread by labour. You had hut little work before, 
and now yiiu have set all your friends against you. Now 
nobody comes near you. See how the face of the Lord is 
against you ; you have no answers to prayer ; you love 
fin, therefore the Lord will not hear you ; your eriea are 
nothing but the bitter complaints of Esan aad Spira, shut 
up iu black despnir. You are full of sin ; you have no 
satisfaction, no holiness, no mark of God's children. 
They are never forsaken, nor ever will he. You sin and 
rebel every moment, nnd fret agwnst God; but you can- 
iiot rp]wiit, your heart is sealed up, your cry is exactly 
that of Spira, I cannot do it, oh, now I cannot do it, all 
i* over, thou hast procured these things unto thyself." 

Wlule these things were tearing my breast night and 
day, the devil so blowed up the desperate enmity of my 
heart with his venomous brcuth and filled me with such 
rage and blasphemy against God, that 1 turned ray back 
upon my family -altar for two or three days ; nor dare I 



open my inoutli lest I should burst out to blaspheme 
God, nor attempt to bow my knee lest I should instantly 
be cut off. My Bible was closed, neither dare I take it 
up. Here refuge faded me, ' The Syrians before, and 
the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with 
openmouth-'Isaiaiiix. 12;liv. 16; h. 13; Psalm Is. 3. 
I cannot attempt to describe the horrors which shook 
both soul and body, while these times were going over 
me, a load of guilt, and (as it appeared to me) a frowning 
God, a captive to the enemy, fast bound with hia heavy 
chain, whde I sensibly felt him to rejoice over me. 

When my days were fulfilled, my most gracious Lord 
was pleased to send me deliverance in these sweet words 
which came with power to my heart and delivered me 
from the paw of the lion, and as it were, 'lifted me up 
from the gates of death." ' Tlie Lord is a God of judg- 
ment, blessed are allthey that wait for him,' Isa. xxx. 18, . 
Hard and insensible as my heart is, yet do I feel a sweet 
melting as the Lord brings this most gracious deliverance 
to my remembrance. (John xiv. 26 ; Deut. viii. 2 ; Psm. 
cxi. 4 — 6.) Surely. 'Thou hast been a strength to the 
poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge 
from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast 
of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.' Isaiah 
XXV. 4 ; xlix. 24, 25 ; lis. 19. ' Himself hath suffered,' 
(Jesus, in my nature,) ' hath suffered being tempted, he 
is able to succour them that are tempted.' ' What shall 
I render unto the Lord i' ' What shall I say ? he hath 
both spoken unto me and himself hath done it,' ' Who 
con utter the mighty acts of the Lord ? or who can show 
forth all his praise !' Heb ii. 18 ; Psalm' cxW. 12 ; Isaiah 
ixxviii, 15 ; Psalm cvi. 2. As my mind was sweetly re- 
lieved, I vainly hoped that this would have closed my 
troubles, but no, ' bonds and afflictioTis' stUl awdted me. 

But as I have gone ao very far beyond any thing i 
ever intended, I must therefore forbear any further rela- 
tion of particular events which filled wy \.\vi witX ^slnbe. 




ye«n, until the time the Lord ' put off my »ckc]oth and 
girded me with gladness ;' during which time, to the beet 
of my remembrance, I did not hear seven sermons of real 
truth, beuig placed at a great distance from any that gave 
a foithful testimony, and strangers I could not hear or 
follow, the Lord was pleased to fulfil his ovm gracions 
promise to me, Isaiah liv. 13. The relation of particular 
providences would appear too triSing, by which the Lord 
was pleased to teach my sole dependance upon him as a 
God of providence; even m the most trifling occurrences 
he has sometimes shown his love, and drawn out loy poor 
heart to bless his precious name, and admire his wisdom 
and long-sufforing in thus teaching me to profit, and in 
a measure to bow to his sovereign pleasure. ' Good and 
upright is the Lord, therefore will he teach sinners in 
the way.' ' He is the rock, his work is perfect, for all 
his ways are judgment, a God of truth and without 
iniquity, just and right is he ;' although 'clouds and 
darkness are round about him ; righteousness and judg- 
ment are the habitations of his throne.* Psalm sxv. 8 ; 
Deut. £xsii. 4 ; Psalm xcvii. 2. 

During these years of my captivity, the means which 
the Lord ajipointed for my information were my Bible and 
Dr. Hawebh'b writings, and 1 have reason to bless the 
Lord for ever bringing me to be acquainted with that 
dear servant of his. With these I spent my many 
solitary sabbaths, ' like a pelican of the wUdemess,' or 
' an owl of the desert," and watched ' as a sparrow alone 
on the house-top." Psalm cii. 6. 7. Poor, helpless, 
empty, wretched, desolate, and alone, I cried unto the 
Lord that I migtt know something of the blessed truths 
I read, in my own soul's experience. For by a constant 
attention to the word of truth, I became pretty well ac- 
quainted with the letter of the word as to doctrines, and 
could discern between truth and error — but notwith- 
standing this there was no spiritual life in my sou 
the enjoyment of them in communion witii God. 
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9 the Lord was pleased to visit 
with the rod, I found myaelf destitute of the substance erf 
those precious things which only existed in a. speculativi 
knowledge in the head, acquired hy reading and study 
and not given and fixed in my eoul by the Lord himself. 
These all failed me in the days of real soul-trouble ; and 
I was left at a painful peradventure and uncertainty as to 
my special interest in them. As the Lord had made my 
conscience honest, I dared not to presume, and act the 
part of a thief and a robber, lo call Christ or any one 
promise mine, although I would have given the world if 
I had it, could it have been purchased with money. The 
Lord enabled me at times to bring that promise before 
him, (John xvi. 14,) and mj soul hung upon that promise 
at times for many years. The reading of Da. Hawkbb'h 
Lectures on the Person, Godhead, and Ministry of God 
the Holy Ghost, was a means of drawing my soul to seek 
and cry to the Lord, and at times to hope for delivenmce ; 
yet I feared, and begged that the Lord would not do it, 
until he had well broke down the pride und self-will of 
my wretched nature. Yet, how adf-willed was thia 
prayer ! Alas ! how my poor blind heart and nature 
would teach the Lord wisdom ! 

However, when the time of the promise drew nigh, my 
soul had sunk down into a dead formahty ; and, held and 
bound as with fetters of brass, with sin and guilt upon 
my conscience, pride, unbelief, and a hard heart, I could 
not raise one spiritual cry for mercy or dehverance. These 
continued for some weeks, until the Lord in mercy was 
pleased to send the arrow of dehverance to my poor heart. 

' It came to pass.' on the morning of the eleventh of 
May, 1829 — the reason why 1 have made use of these 
words, is, because the Lord has so often blessed me with 
a sweet opening into the absolute accomphshment of the 
eternal purposes of God. ' And it came to pass, at the 
end of four hundred and thirty years, even the self-st 
day, it came to pass, that oil the ho&la oi ftia'V*st4.- 
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it from the land of Eg\-pt" — not one day more bondage 
a poor afflicted child of God than the Lord has ap- 
pointed — the day, the hour, the place, the means by 
which the Lord will burst the bonds and gather his people 
one by one, and bring them into the limd of Isarel, to 
enjoy the blessed freedom of the adopted sons and daugh- 
ters of the Lord Almighty. For ' It shall come to pase. 
that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shali 
bt dellvtred.' &c. and it is a deliverance to he much ' ob- 
aerved unto the Lord, in nil the generations of Israel,' 
See the passage Exod. xii. 4 1 , 42. Thia is that night of 
the Lord, O the blessedness, the power, the love, the 
breaking forth of the soul in this night of the Lord, and 
the certainty of it to even- poor distressed child of God, 
groaning tinder the load of sin, bondage, and darkness, 
and terror of a broken law. ' I will surely assemble, O 
Jacob, all of thee ; I will surely gather the remnant of 
Israel,' &c. Jesus must bring the other sheep, and per- 
form his good word, his eternal thoughts of peace to the 
house of Israel, 'it shall come to pass.' (Joel ii. 31, 32 ; 
Acts ii, 16, 21 ; Micaliii. 12; John x, 16; Jer. xuix. 
10, 13 ; Isaiah Iv. 8, 13.) And what (( is it that comes 
to pass, hut the eternal purpose of the Lord, opening to 
the soolfi of the objects of his eternal love ? How many 
of these eternal Its are every dav and every hour opening 
and coming to pass, while my poor senseless heart almost 
sleeps under them. ' Quicken me, O Lord, according as 
thou art wont.' But I must not trespass further ; the 
scriptures abound with the dehghtful subject, to the glory 
of a faithful covenant God. 

Now for the eternal glorious it that came to paas, in 
my instance — no powers that I possess can describe the 
mercy — I will, as the Lord shall enable me, simply re- 
late it totbe Lord's glory, as a testimony to His truth, 
and for the comfort of his people, as the Lord has ap- 
pointed. It came to pass, on the eleventh of May, 18-29. 
(Ezekiel ssiv. 1,) that I arose from family prayer (if it 
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might be called prayer) with my heart if ] 
insenaible tlian ever. I went immediately alone to the 
Lord, and simply asked him if he ever had any purpose 
of love or mercy to me, if he pleased, to moke it manifest ? 
In about half an houi- after, I was called out to work. 
While I was at mv work, these words were darted with 
sweet power across my mind — ' Gon thb Fathbu's 
LovB I' which much astonished my soul. I cried in my. 
heart, 'What is it, Lord?" Astonished at the rchef I 
felt, I wondered whatever it could mean, as they v 
not the exact words of scripture. In about half an hour 
after, as I returned home, which wus about half-past tune, 
these words were qiokcn to my heart, ' I3y one offering 
he hath perfected for ever them that arc sanctified ;" ' for 
both He that sanctifieth, and they who are sauclified, 
are ail of one ; for which cause he is not ashamed to 
call them brethren.' Heb. x. 14; ii. 11. 

TTie lig'ht and power that flowed into my soul with 
these words broke asunder my fetters, and revealed to 
me the great mystery of godliness. ' God was manifest 
in the flesh.' John i. 14—18; 1 Tim. iii. 16. The Lord 
JesuK Christ, in my nature, bearing my sins in his own 
body on the tree : this wrought the sweetest meltings 
mourning, and rejoicing, which can never be described. 
O the sweet overpowering love, the preeious love of 
Christ ! How wondei'ful ! how astonishing ! so richly 
and freely poured forth into such a poor, disconsolate, 
wretched, lebeOiuus, polluted, and guilty soul. O the 
Bweet embracings of soul as in the very arms of Jesus ; 
and JesuB pressed to and dumped to my heart as my be- 
loved, my chief one among ten thousand, and ' altogether 
lovely!' Here I lost all my inward secret dread of the 
vrath of God ; all my terrors, bondage; fears, darkness ; 
and all my sin completely and for ever pardoned and put 
away by the sacrifice of himself. He finished the trans- 
gTeuion, made an end of sin, and made reconciliation for 
iniqiuty, and brought into ray soul ei,-et\Bifc\iB^t\^tetyaa- 




ness. And what gave still more sweetness to the mercy, 
and fixed it with douhle firmnesB and delight to my heart, 
the dehghtful power which came with these words, ' It 
pleased the Father that in him should all fulneEB dwell.' 
Coi. i. 1 9. Oh ! the sweet and dehghtful opening as into 
the very heart of God the Father, and the oversowing of 
hia everlasting love to my heart. Not persuaded to it by 
my prayers, &c, but of his own good will and pleasure 
chose me in Christ, blessed me tn Christ, adopted me by 
Christ, and accepted me in Christ, ' to the praise of the 
glory of his grace.' Eph. i. 3, 6. ' He hath made him to 
be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God IB him.' 2 Cor. v. 21. 'But of 
him are ye in Christ Jesua, who of God is madfi unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctificatioo, and re- 
demption, that according as it is written, he that glorielk 
let him glory in the Lord.' 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. How 
sweetly did the Lord open to my aonl's experience the 
blessedness contained in these sweet scriptures : ' When 
ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your hones shall 
flourish hke an herb, and the hand of the Lord shall be 
known towards his servants.' ' Behold I wiU bring it" 
health and cure, and 1 will cure them, and reveal unto 
them the abundance of peace and truth.' ' I will satiate 
the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people shall 
be BBlisfied with my goodness, saith the Lord.' ' Then 
the eyes of the bhnd shall he opened, and the ears of the 
deaf he unstopped, then shall the lame man leap as an 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing.' ' Therefore 
they shall come and smg in the height of Zion, and shall 
flow together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and 
for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock and 
of the herd : and their soul shall be as a watered garden. 
and they shall not sorrow any more at all.' ' Arise, 
shine ; for thy hght is come, and the gtory of the Lord 
19 risen upon thee," ' For the Ixwd shall comfort Zion ; 
he will comfort all her waste places, and he will make her 




wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the Garden of 
the Lord ; joy and gladness shall be found ther 
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.' ' As one whom 
his mother coiuforteth, bo veill I comfort you, and ye 
shall be comforted in Jerusalem.' Here was indeed, 
' beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the 
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness.' Isa. Ixvi, 
14 ; Jer. xxxiii. 6 ; xxxi. 14 ; Isa. xxxv. 5, 6 ; Jer. 
X XTJ . 12; Isa. be. 1 ; h. 3 ; bcvi. 13 ; with abundance 
of others which the Lord opened to the joy of my heart. 
Isa.xii; ixv. 1,6—9; il. 1.2; xliii. 1—3; Prv. xicii. 
19—21; 2 Tim. i. 9; Deut. xxxiu. 23, 26— 29 ; lea. 
Iv. 12. 18. 

But no pen oi' language can describe that experience 
when the rejoicing of the Lord is very graciously felt and 
enjoyed in the soul : ■ The Lord thy God in the midst of 
thee is mighty ; he will save, he will rejoice over thee 
■with joy, he will rest in bis love, he will joy over thee 
with singing.' Zep. iii. 17. ' As the bridegroom rejoiceth 
over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.' ' I 
will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people.' Isa. Isii. 
4,5; Ixv, 18. 19. Oh! the sweet melody in my soul 
under the delightful experience, when the sweet words 
of the prophet iu all their beauty and fulness echoed back 
from my soul, 'How excellent is thy loving kindness 
O God;' ' I wiU greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul 
shall be joyful in my God, for he hath clothed me with 
the garments of salvation ; he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness.' ' How precious are thy thoughts 
uiito me O God ! how great is the sum of them.' Psalm 
jcss-vi. 7, 8; Isa. Ixi. 10; Psa. cxxxix. 1 7 ; civiij. 15; 
Ixiii, 3 — 5. This appears to be the experience spoken 
of by the prophet, Jer. xsxiii. 11: ' The voice of joy, 
and the \'oice of gladness, the voice of the hridegroom.' 
The Lord Jesus Christ speaking to the heart with sweet 
lore and power, and showing the delight of liis heart . 
trrtr his bride, and her perfection B.i\d\Ae«seiiies% w 
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eelf ; ' and the voice of the bride,' ■with her heart over- 
flowing and overcome with the rich love of her beloved ; 
her ravished soul vents its joys. ' Uleaa the Lord, O my 
soul, and aU that is within me bless his holy name.' 
' Praise the Lord of Hosts ; for the Lord is good, for his 
mercy endureth for ever.' (For the voice of the bride, 
and the voice of the bridegroom, see the Song of Songs.) 
Oh! the blessed teBtimony and witncHsing of God the 
Holy Ghost to my adoption, and sonship, and sweet 
union with Christ, which came, into my soul with these 
Bweet words of Christ : ' at thai day ye shall kTww that I 
am in my Father and ye in me, and I in you.' John xiv, 
20, see Ezekiel xsxix. 22. ' I in them, and thou m me, 
that they may be made perfect iaone; that the world 
may know that that thou hast sent me, and has loved 
them, as thou hast loved me.' ' For thou lovest me be- 
fore the foundation of the world. I have declared unto 
them thy name, and will declare it ; that the love where- 
with thou hast loved me, may be in them, and I in them,' 
Johnrvii.23— 26; Col. i. 27; lJohniv.15, 16;v.20; 
Gal. iv. 6, 7. O what sweet soul- ravishing commimion ! 
as led into the banqueting bouse to behold the king in 
his beauty, clothed with his righteousness, made perfect 
through his comeliness, ' complete in him,' sanctified and 
for ever justified in Aim. Songii,4; Psa. xlv. 10 — 15; 
Isa. xixiii. 17; Ezek.xv-i. 14; Col.ii. 10; ICor. i.SO; 
John xvii. 19, 23 ; perfect in one .- Col. i. 22 ; Rom. viii. 
30 — 33; iv. 25. Here is real, soul -satisfaction, (Jer. 
xixi. 14,) and rest, when beholding the smiliag coun- 
tenance of my covenant God and Father, well ])leased and 
rejoicing over me in Christ, feeling his precious love shed 
abroad in my heart, by the Holy Ghost, and opening to 
my soul the eternal purposes of his everlasting covenant- 
love, made for me in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
loved, chosen, accepted, blessed, and glorified in him ; 
raised up together and mode to ' sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus,' Eph, ii, 6, ' Who shall lay 
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any thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is God that 
justifieth, who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriat that 
died, yea rather, that ia risen again, who is erven at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us,' 
&c. Bom. viii. 33, 39. Oh, the sweet rest, (Isa. xi. 
10 ;) peace, (Eph.ii. H, 15 ;) joy, (Rom. v. 11 ;) triumph, 
(2. Cor. ii. 14 ;) and everlasting hiessedness in Chriat, 
(Heb. vi. 17—20 ; 2 Tim. i. 9 ; John xiv. 19 ; Col. hi. 
3, 4.) ' O Naphtali, satisfied with favour, and fall with the 
hlessing of the Lord ;' ' in his favour is life,' ' in his pre- 
sence is fulness of joy, at his right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore.' Deut. xxxiii. 23 ; Paa. xxx. 5 ; x\i. 1 1 ; 
Prov. X. 22. 

Here I am constrained to leave the subject, as I have 
no words or ability to set forth all that passed between 
the Lord and my soul, under these divine manifestations. 
It was indeed a 'joy unspeakable and full of glory,' 
a love which ' passeth knowledge,' and a peace which 
'passeth all understanding.' As it was under the curse 
and wrath of God, revealed in my conscience in a broken 
law, 80 in the divine manifestations of Christ by the Holy 
Ghost, my poor nature could not have borne up under it ; 
had not the Lord, who weigheth ' the path of the just,' 
weighed out both judgment and mercy, and also weighed 
out strength in both . ' This corruptible must put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal must put on immortality,' 
before we shall be able to bear that ' exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory ;' and ' see him as he is.' 1 Cor. 
XV. 53 ; 2 Cor. iv. 17. ' Can the children of the bride- 
•hamber fast, (or moam) so long as the bridegroom ii 
with them ? hut the days will come when the bridegroom 
■haU be taken away from them ; then shall tbej/asl in 
thoie days.' Matt. is. 15 ; Luke v. S'J, 35. 

After about three weeks it pleased the Lord to close 
the communion for the present, (Gen. xi-iii. 33,) and my 
' tweet comforts declined ; the Comforter withdrew, and 
left me with an aching heart, o^^esseA. -wvCa, 
03 
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sorrow, distress, and amazement of soul, from whicli no 
thing or creature cavM relieve me ; an emptiness and 
dissatisfaction, %vhich notliing could fill or make up. 
Here the Lord would teach how it is to walk by faith, 
^ot by sight, sense, or feeUiig : no enjoyment in com- 
munion at the throne, no answers of peace or apparent 
access to the mercy seat; no light, power, or sweetness 
m the Scriptures ; perplexed and shut up in providence ; 
stubbornness, self-will, carnal reason, self-righteousness, 
pride, and every abomination of my nature, interwoven 
as closely as the blood tliat nma through my veins i un- 
belief questioning all that is past, finding fault with the 
Lord's dealings, rebelling against liia sovereignty ', temp- 
tation like fiery poisoned darts which appeared to drink 
up all spiritual strength ; heavy thick darkness which 
weighed down the soul into distress not to be described 
— these are some of the things which caused my aoul to 
' groan bemg burthened.' What bitter anguish of spirit, 
and heart-breaking sorrow, full of distress, and hardly a 
word to utter ! what longing and breaking of soul, 
' Whither is my beloved gone I' ' My soul fainteth for 
thy salvation, mine eyes fail for thy word : saying, when 
wilt thou comfort me f ' How long wilt thou forget 
me, O hard f ' &c. See Psalms xiii. cjtlii. cxliii. But. 
' the Lord knoweth the days of the upright,' because he 
hath appointed them. ' And unto the upright there 
ariseth light in the darkness." And for ever blessed be 
the Lord, as often and 119 sure as he hath accomplished 
his purpose in breaking down my spirit, and in purging 
my dross and tin ; he hath brought me forth to the tight, 
and I have beheld bis righteousness, and leaned again on 
his fiuthfulncas and truth aa my shield and buckler. 

Oh ! my foolish, sclf-n'illed heart and nature, is it not 
expedient that Jesus go away, that the Holy Ghost may 
come and show me something of my poor wretched 
nature, and humble my proud, self-righteous, stubborn 
heart? If Jesus go not away, how could his word be 




fuliiUed in my soul's experience, ■ ye shall have sorrow,' 
&c. ' ye shall weep and lament,' &c. ' in the world ye 
shall have trihulation, &c. ? or bow could I be 'weaned 
from the milk, and drawn from the hreast ?' or tanght 
how to hve by faith, or pass through the fire, and throngh 
the water, or be sifted and purged, (Isaiah i. 25, 
Zeeh. siii. 9; Mat. iii. 3 ;) or how have 'fellowahip of 
bis sufferings,' as a ' man of sorrow and acquainted with 
grief, (ETiilippiansiii. 10; 2 Cor. i. 5, 7 ; Isaiah liii.) or 
know how ' tribulation worketh patience,' &c. ; or how 
enter into soul communion with those companions in 
tribulation ; ' my soul waiteth for the Lord more than 
they that watch for the morning ;' ' with my aoul have I 
desired thee in the night,' &c. Psalm cxsx. Isaiah xxvi. 
8, 9 ; Rom. sii. 15 ; Song iii, 1,4; or know the trial of 
faith, or the value of it, 1 Peter i. 7 ; or to hang upon 
Christ in the promise if he 'go not away ;' or how could 
he say ' I will see you again and your heart shall rejoice ;' 
or ' I am returned to Jerusalem with mercies,' Jolin xvi. 
32 ; Zech. i. 1 fi ; or ever I am aware, he breaks in upon 
my poor soul and astonishes me with his love, and shews 
me again and again my completeness, perfection, blessed- 
ness, and security in Himself as accepted in Him, and 
who will present me faultless before the presence of hia 
glory with exceeding joy; (Jude 24.) rooting and 
gronnding my soul in love, and persuading me not to fear 
any of those things which I shall suffer, and that nothing 
riiall separate mc from his love. 

Myfutnre days (if any,} are alone with him ; nor dare 
I attempt to counsel him how he shaU deal with me. I 
expect deep sonl -tribulation from a body of sin and death, 
and from the malice and power of the enemy, which so 
often blows up the cursed pride and self-righteousness of 
my nature, from the secret depths of thnt mysterv of 
iniquity which I cannot fathom. 'O wrelclied man that 
I wn," &c. "I abhor myself;' and am often cove 
with Bhame and confusion of tacc. 1 dea.-^^ uxi!w '^< 




he is tnv life and my salvation; 'the Holv One of Israel;' 
' the God of the nhole earth ;* * the Lord of Hosts !' and 
bless & covenant God for that salratton which is in Christ, 
against which ' the gates ctf heD' shaD never prevail. 

WWle the Lord is carrying on these things in my soul, 
and cutting off worldly prcepects and dependances, he 
sweetly leads me to his feet, and one half hour's com- 
munion with him from the mem- seal, in a day of 
darkness and soul-tirrable, is worth more than ten 
thonsaad worlds of \'anity and sin. (Psalm lisiii. 25.) 
Thus the Lord makes his glory dear to mv heart, and ia 
all that is worth living for in this vain and empty world 
of sin and woe ; and while the Lord is thu? pleased to 
teach, lead, and keep me, I hope to follow him ' in the 
regeneration," and to ' show forth the praises of hini who 
has called me out of dtirkness into his marrellous hght.' 
(Isaiah xs\n. 3, xx^■ii. 3. iliii. 21. hv. 13 : Psahn cxxi. 
nxv. 1, 2 ; Hebrews xiu. 20. 21 ; 1 Peter ii. 9) And 
when the Lord shall have accomplished his wiU and 
pleasure in me below, I shall, according to his own word, 
■ be with liim,' to ' see him as he is :' John xiv. 3 ; Col. 
iii. 4, and with sweet melody join the delightful song 
' nnto him that loved us, and washed u; from our sias in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father, to him be glory and domimon, for 
c%er and ever. Amen.' Rev. i, 5. 6. 
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Thb HotT Gbost in the Bacred word, compares our poor 
nature in its lost and mined condition to a helplees 
infant, cast out in its filth and blood, to the loathing of 
its person. (Ezek. xvi.) — as being spiritually ' wretched, 
miserable, poor, blind, and naked ;" (Rev. iii.) corrupt, 
filthy, abominable, ' workers cf iniquity,' and without 
the knowledge or fear of God ; (Psalm siv.) ' alienated J 
from the life of God ;' ' being past feeling, and working^ 1 
iniquity with greediness ;' (Ephe. iv.) ' haters of God,' i 
' inventors of evil things, implacable, unmerciful ;' (Rom. ' 
i.) ' a degenerate plant of a strange vine.' &c. &c.(Jer, ii.) 
To show that the children of God are alike partaiera 
of the same awful de]iravity, it is written, ' and you hath 
he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins ;' 
(Eph. ii.) and by the prophet Ezekicl compared to bonea^j 
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' dry bones,' without spiritnnl life, ' dead in trespaasca 
aiid sins." Lo ! behold ! mark their condition, ' Lo, 
they were very dry.' Surely nothing could more fuUv 
set forth the destitute, dead, helpless state of our poor 
ruined nature in the fall, as being; destitute of spiritual 
life! 

In this low and lost estate, disjointed, scattered, and 
esposed in the open valley — destitute of a shelter, a re- 
fuge, a heart to desire one, or life to feel the need of one ; 
ill my view, there is not a stronger evidence of apiritnal 
death than insensibility and ignorance of it, and a denial 
of the awful truth. Indeed there seems as much life 
literally in a dry bone, as there is life spiritually in the 
soul of a sinner ' dead in trespasses and sins.' 

It shows great ignorance and vanity in any, whOj by 
free mercy, are made partakers of spiritual life, to set at 
nought any poor sinner, forgetting we were ' children of 
wrath even as others.' The apostle seems to remind ua 
of this where he says, ' remember, that ye being in time 
past Gentiles in the flesh,' aUens, strangers, ' having no 
hope, and without God in the world,' ' children of wrath 
even as others," &c. (Eph. ii.) 

The question the I-ord asked the prophet seems often 
to rise in the mind, in meeting such numbers who 
appear destitute of any spiritual life in the fear or true 
knowledge of God, ' Son of man, can these bones hve ?' 
And hia answer should be ours, ' O Lord God thou 
knowe^t.' The proudest Pharisee, the basest sinner, in a 
state of nature, are equal as to spiritual life or merit in 
the sight of God, are open to his most free mercy and 
power, and capable of receiving the operations of his 
Spirit under the proclamations of the gospel of peace and 
ealviition, as the dry bones under the ministry of the 
prophet, under the special command and blessing of the 
Lord, (Matt, xxviii. 19 i Mark xvi. 15, 20.) 

This subject opens a blessed encouragement to ' the 
servants of the Most High God," who from a ticep sense 




of the importance of their message, go forth in the 
authority, the name, Btrength, and blessing of 'the Lord 
God of Israel.' To those who csperiraentHlly know the 
power and strength of sin, the hardness, opposition, 
aversion, malignity, hittemeas, and enmity of the heart 
of man to the sovereign mercy of God, what could en- 
courage a hope of life and reconciliation, hut precioui 
faith in the free mercy and power of God, te give life and 
blessing, whie prophesying to the dry hones, who shall 
say hut the Lord may speak life into the heart, ' O ye dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord.' 

I would not dare to pervert the sacred word, hat it has 
struck me in reading thifl and similar passages of Ezekiel'i 
miniBtry. where similar expressions are used as in the 
beginning of this chapter, ' The hand of the Lord wa» 
upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the Lord, 
(see also viii. 9.) that the prophet was Ainjse?^ passing 
under the hand and spirit of the Lord in soul- experience. 
By his being caused to pass by them round about, it may 
seem to point to these soul- humiliating seasons, into 
which we are so frequently led by the Spirit — down into 
tbe painful discovery of our poor wretched and ruined 
nature ; similar to what the apostle saith of his experience 
in Rom. vii. also in chapter viii. 32, ' ourselves also which 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves.' 

In my view, there appears great wisdom in this, that 
the Lord should employ poor siuners in the ministry of 
reconciliation and peace — men of hke passional taught by 
one Spirit, led experimentally into the secret of a fallen 
state, with continued and still deeper and deeper heart- 
sickening views of Self and sin ; also of the glory and 
blessedness of the great Redeemer and redeeming love — 
witnesses that can testiiy, ' that which we have seen and 
heard, declaie we unto you.' In viewing this subjeot. 
even in the letter of it, surely no man, if only in poseea- 
non of u&tural reason, (witbput special grace) could aX- 
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tribute the life and resQirection of these dry bonea either 
in ivhole or In part to themfclves ; or say there was any 
virtue or comeliness in a dry bone, a dead sinner, to at- 
tract or merit the fiivor of ' the Most Hi^h.' It was 
without any condition or a single act of the dry bones — 
they were wholly passive, the more receivers of the mercy, 
not workers, but ' the wnrkmanship of God." (Eph. ii. 
10.) It was an act of pure grace, the richest love. 

O, wha can say what it is for God to love a sinner ! 
* Dead in trespasses and sins,' words cannot set it forth. 
A sinner made partaker of the rich favonr, cannot utter 
it. (Paahn cvi. 2.) The apostle calls it ' the esceediog 
riches of his grace' — the extent of onr loss and depravity. 
who can know it ? (Jer. svii.) — a life of disobedience, who 
can judge of the awfulness of its guilt in the sight of God ? 
Yet the love of God esceeds the whole. * Where sin 
abounded grace did much more abound." 'Mercy re- 
joiceth against judgment." Mercy exceeds all the enmity 
of the carnal mind, and overcomes the aversion and 
and stubbornness of the heart. It found its way into the 
heart of Saul of Tarsus, when (as himself saith) he was 
' exceedingly mad" against the disciples, or rather Jesns 
in his disciples (Acts xxvi. II.) — yet it exceeded and 
abounded over all the determined opposition of hia 
dreadfiil heart. 

What an amazing strength of love and mercy must 
there be in the heart of 'the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,' that it should break forth iu acts of pure 
grace and love upon his enemies, inflamed and road with 
sin against him — surely it ' passeth knowledge.' ' God 
who is rich in mercy," &c. This is the blessed spring 
and source of all life and mercy. It issues forth frx)ni 
the fulness of hia heart, in the greatness of that 'love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sin.' 
without life to feel the need of it, consequently unsought 
for by the dead, ' But God who is rich in mercy, for 
hie great love wherewith he loved ub. even when we wer« 
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dead in sin, hath quickened us together witli Christ, by 
grace ye are saved.' Purely of his own love ; his great 
love sends life as a proof of his love. ' God < 
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet s 
Christ died for us.' ' God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him sbouid not perish, but have everlasting life," 

Here is the blcseed opening into the heart of the God 
of love, in the gift of his dear Son, ' his only begotten 
Son," ' bis beloved Son,' ' the Son of his love.' In the 
gift of his Son be gives us bis whole heart, himself with 
all his fulness, for our posi^ssion tuid inheritance ; and 
makes us ' heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ.' 

Who can comprehend the immense value of the gift of 
Christ, or of tbe person and redeeming love of Christ ? 
even those who are led into tbe deepest eiperience of it 
have no language to express it, or power to comprehend 
it. We must be content to say — it is exceeding riches of 
his grace, it is great love, that God ' is rich in mercy,' 
that be so loved us, we cannot tell how much, nnless we 
knew tbe fuU worth of Christ. 

That God should love sinners, who through that love 
are reconciled to him, and uiost truly desire to love and 
fear him, is a love which passeth knowledge, and is often 
more than can be believed by ue. But that he should 
love us when ' dead in ein,' in love with sin, and ' enemies 
in our minds by wicked works,' is love which passetb all 
comprehension. Yet such is tbe love of God to the dry 
bones of the house of Israel : ' I run sought of them 
that asked not for me ; I am found of tbeni that sought 
me not.' ' I said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation 
that was not called by my name.' (Isaiah Isv. 1.) 

Surely this subject opens to ua tbe 'fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ.' 'Behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy wbii h shall be to all people.' 
It proclaims peace on earth, and is the great expresi 
or commendation of tbe rich mercy and good-will cA\ 
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God to men ; or, as the apostle expresses it, ' grace, 
mercy, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.' 

It is the 'pare river of the water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and the 
Lamb/ (Rev. xxii. Psalm Klvi. Ezck. rivii.) Its origin 
ia the heart of God (if I may so term it) ; it came from 
him unsought for, in the gift of his dear Son. It is clear 
of all condition, ana not only without merit, hut in the 
face of abounding sin. It dowa over the daUy trespasses, 
transgressions, and backalidings of souls who are recon- 
ciled to God, and who moat imworthity backslide in 
thought and affection from him, and would never more 
return but for this rich stream of love to follow the de- 
parting spirit. It chooses the rehnkes and the rod, and 
calls, ' Return, O ye backslidbg children, saith the Lord, 
for I am married unto vou." 

It never caa be the case in a single act or instance, 
that there ever can be such a thing as merit in a sinner 
before God, not in the highest state of sanctifying love. 
That is indeed moet pure grace ; it is and ever must be 
pare, free, rich, ahonnding mercy, flowing every moment 
from the mercy-seat of God and the Lamb. It was a 
most free and pure act in God to love in the first instance ; 
but in my view it ia love and mercy which no language 
can name, to continue to love even a redeemed and 
regenerated sinner who most unworlhdy ahghts and 
trifles with the immense mercy. It is as though infi- 
nite purity and holiness should bear and forbear witlx 
the daily, yea, hourly trespasses and departures of a 
sinner, loved, hlesBcd, and followed with love. Surely 
it 19 love ' which passelh knowledge.' 

What virtue must .there be in the person, obedience 
and sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ, which opened the 
way, to be himself the Fountain of Life, to flow freely uk 
river, " the streams whereof make glad the tity of God.* 
It fiows doWB into the desert, the dreary, wild, and dcso- 
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late state of our fallen nature, and ' every thing shall live 
whithertherivercometh.' (Ezek. dvii.) It gives spiritual 
and eternal life. ' For as the Father raiselh up the dead 
end quickeneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom 
ha will,' ' For as the Father hath life in himself, so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself.' (John v.) 
■ In him was Itfe, and the life was the light of men." 
(John i.) 

Chriat is the Life of all creation. ' For by him were all 
things created that are in heaven and that are in earth, 
■visible and iuvijiible, whether they be thrones, or do- 
tniniona, or principalities, or jjowers, all things were 
created by him, and for him, and he ia before all things, 
Rnd by him all things consist.' ' He is the head of the 
body the Chiu'ch ; who is the beginning, the first-bom 
from the dead, that in all things be might have the pre- 
eninence. (Col. i. Ephea. i.) 

Christ is ' the beginning of the creation of God,' 
(Rev, iii, 14.) 'In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God,' 
(John i. 1 .) ■ ' And God said. Let there be Ugbt, and 
there was hght.' ' Let there be a firmament.' ' Let us 
make man,' &c. (Gea. 1.) ' He spoke and it was done, he 
commanded and it stood fast.' (Psalm sxxiii. 9.) ' Hii 
■word was with power.' (Luke iv. 32.) It produces 
effects. It gave sight to the blind ; it healed the sick ; 
it made the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak ; it 
caet out devild ; it ruled the elements ; and it raised the 
dead. 

As in the instance of the widow's son, ' Young man 
,1 say unto thee. Arise, and he that was dead sat up, and 
and began to speak.' (Luke vii.) Also at the grave of 
Lazarus, ' lie cried with a loud vwce, Lazarus, Come forth, 
sad he that was dead came forth, hound band and foot 
with grave-clothes, and hie face was bound about with a 
. napkin, Jesus saithuntothem. Loose lum and let him go! 
in the manistr)" of the prophet under the divine comm: 
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and coRimisBJon, 'Thus saith tte Lord God unto these 
bones, Behold I will cause breath to enter into you. Mid 
ye shall hve.'&c. 

As the prophet continued his proclamation of the 
rich blessing-s of life and salvation, the effects of divine 
power were manifested in the dry bones : ' there was a 
noise, and behold a shaking', and the bones came together, 
bone to his hone' — similar to the prophet Habakkuk, 
' WJien I heard, my belly trembled,, my lips quivered at 
the voice, rottenness entered into my bones, and I trem- 
bled in myself, that I might rest in the day of trouble ; 
he will invade them ;' or (aa the margin reads it) ' cut 
them in pieces with his troops.' 

Such are the effects of the life-giving power of the 
Holy Ghost, when he enters the heart of a dead sinner. 
He will reprove ' of sin and of righteousness, and of 
judgment.' He awakens the soul from its state of death 
and darkness, and opens the eyes of the understanding- 
to discover some faint rays of Divine Majesty ; whilst his 
holiness, justice, and truth in his law, spread solemn 
reverence and awe in the mind. 

According to the measure of life and light imparted, 
the soul feels its death, and discovers its lost condition. 
All its efforts to alter its state prove vain and fruitless ; 
every power and affection of the heart are depraved. 
Disappomtment, death, and the curse, follow every act 
and duty, and leave the soul still without hope and peace. 
Guilt fastens upon the conscience ; the heart is alienated 
from God ; the spirit is dry, legal, and like the barren 
heath, without the dew and blessing of divine love. Its 
hope is often lost, and there is 'a fearful looking for. of 
judgment and fiery indignation.* 

Some souls are deeply weighed down, and overwhelmed 
in horror at once at these things ; and are held under 
long and heavy bondage under the sentence of death — 
while others are brought down by more gradual convic- 
tions. Some are naturally obstinate, stubborn, hard. 





turbnleiit and inflexible, rebel at the least reproof, uid i 

are driven by terror and judgment. 

Others are naturally more tender, fearful, eeneitive, 
and yielding, and fall under the least rebuke, and are for' 
years labouring under convictions, in great fears and 
darkness, and in frequent suspense as to 
of real life id their souls ; these are continually lamenting 
their utter loss and helplessness, and have an earnest 
longing desire after the Lord. Such are often alone 
under the fig-tree venting their earnest desires, and 
longing after, and looking up to the Lord, though. , 
frequently without power to express their feelings in 
■words. Such little ones dare not open their mouths to 
tell out their case to any whom they judge are far more 
advanced in knowledge and experience. These little 
ones are like the Nethinims, ' they could not show their 
Fathers' house, and their seed, (or pedigree) whether , 
they were of Israel.' (Ezra ii. 58, 69.) 

However ignorant such may be of their high calhng , 
and character, yet they bear as true marks of grace aa ■ 
the most clamorous, or those who are more deeply exer- 
cised with terrors, and can as truly and feelingly from 
their very hearts express their feeUngs in the confession 
of the dry bones of the bouse of Israel, ' Our bones ara , 
dried, and our help is lost, we are cut off from our parts.' 

Such souls who are convinced of the total ruin and 
loss, and of the insufficiency of all human power and 
efibrts, BO as to be driven out of all hope, and cut off 
from all expectation from Self and creatui-ea, who are 
daily labouring in weakness and fears, and shut up in 
darkness and unbelief, and who are like Lazarus, ' bound 
hand and foot with grave-clothes,' yet there is life and 
breath in them. They are often at the mercy-seat, with, . 
' Lord, help me,' ' God be merciful to me a sinner,' ' O 
IiOrd, I am oppressed, undertake for me.* 

Such poor Boula are often in great suspense, and suf- 
fer from deep poverty ; they are tired with long waiting 
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at the throne, before they get a drop or a cmmb to cheer 

and comfort their poor hearts. They are often cast out 
and trodden down hy the great ones, becaose they are 
weak and diimh, and cannot rant about doctrines, &c. 
Yet when the loving-kindness of Jesos is spoken of to his 
little ones, their ears are open, their desires are drawn 
forth, hope springs up, and faith lays hold of the promise, 
■ O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me,' though 
buried and bound in darkness, guilt, and misery, en- 
tombed Bnd shut up in unbelief and fears, " Behold, O 
my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to 
come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land 
of Israel.' 

What blessed tidings of free mercy to poor, httle, help. 
less sinners, who have 'no might,' to have the promise 
of the resurrection, power, and mercy of Jesus, 'I am 
the resurrection and the life,' ' I will open yonr graTes,' 
&c. I will bring you health and cure. 

When the Lord speaks a sweet promise to the soul, it 
is an opening to his love. Then the soul comes forth 
and looks out of its darkness and obscurity, and listens 
to the sweet voice of mercy, ' Behold, O my people,' 
' look unto me and be ye saved ;' ' I am thy salvBtion,' 
'my strength is made perfect in weakness ;' 'I will bring 
near my righteousness, it ehal! not be far off, and my 
salvation shall not tarry, I will place salvation in Zion, 
for Israel my glory.' (Isaiah xlvi.) 

Here is blessed mercy for a poor, weak, and helpless 
soul, who cannot stretch forth its poor, weak, and withered 
hand of faith to take bold of the Lord's strength in the 
promise — not only the proclamation of free mercv and 
pardoning love proridcd and promised in the word of 
grace— but a rigbteuusness brought near, a salvation 
brought home, and by the Lord himself, ' I will bring 
near my righteousness, and my salvation,' all ' without 
money and without price.' It is the Lord's righteous- 
ness, the Loid's salvation, It is the Lord that brings it 



home, reveals it, and seals it in the heart ; I will place it 
' in Zion for Israel my glory.' 

It is the blessed promiBe of the Lord Jesus, that the 
Father will give the Holy Ghost, in his name, and for 
his merits and mediation ; he saith, ' He shall glorify 
me, he shall receive cf mine and shall show it unto you.' 
He shows the dear person of the Lord Jesus as a meek 
and lowly lamb, ' holy, harmless, undefiled, separate 
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens,' as 
' the Lord our righteousness,' iit his suhjection and obe- 
dience, in his life and sufferings, in his soul-travail, in his 
agonies and death, bearing ' our sins in his own body on 
the tree.' He shovrs himself now in the presence of his 
Father, in his holy person without ein, and in his perfect 
obedience, in his great and complete sacrifice, in his 
mediation and intercession, as a great High Priest, every 
way Buited to us ; as one who has experienced all the 
bitter vroes and conflicts of sin and death, having been 
brought down to that state of weakness and sorrow under 
his sufierings, in suffering the holy will of his Father, aa 
also in his temptations and conflicts under the powei 
darkness. Hence he shows ho\ 
be 'touched with the feelings of o 
cour and relieve us in temptation ; t 
us in weakness ; to sympathise n 
misery ; how he learned ' obedience by the tilings which 
he Buflered,' and how blessedly suited he is to sanctify 
the cross to our afflicted and bowed spirits, to break our 
8e¥-will, to teach us true obedience to the will of God 
by the things which we suffer. He shows the peaceful 
countenance of the Father, and his delight in his dear 
Son. He brings this peace of God into the heart through 
the righteousness of Christ, to pardon and justify the soul 
and give it peace with God. 

TTjus the Lord the Holy Ghost brings near the righ- I 
teousness and salvation of Christ. It is himself and his 
righteousness and his salvation alone, without a single 



V tender is his heart, to 
iir infirmities,' to suc- 
o pity and strengthen . i 



W die Xtotd. of fice ■nciCT akar, * Wfaere&re gird i^ 
tfae kia* of ymrnHwl. be aolia'. aailbofie to the end for 
ibepace&^Hlobebnwgfctmtoytnat the rerdatiaa 
at Jcaw CbHt.' 1 Peter >. 13. 

71m nvAaoa vl Cbri^ breaks ibe gates of braes and 
the Jam bowhcfaiibefief ; it opens the grave and brings 
finrtb the priMXMTB oat of tlte prison-boufe- Tbe soul 
liaet ^ from trader its heavy harden of guilt, fears, and 
darinCM ; a new irorid, a new state of bring, a new life 
is opened before it, an abondant entrance into the ' ever- 
lacting kingdom of onr Lwd and Saviour Jesus Chrigl.* 
(2Peteri. II.) It is the land of Israel, the land of pro- 
mise, ' a land flowing with milk and honey.' 

What glories shine forth from the Son of righteouaiese, 
the dear 'I,amb of God.' What virttie flows from his 
dying love and Eacri£ce, and penetrates the sorrowful and 
troubled breast, to remove the sting of sin and death; his 
righteonsucBs to justifv and acquit the sou! and cleanse 
Ihe eoni-ciciice from the load of guilt and judgment, and 
give it «weet peace and reconciliation with God. Ita 
liardiieBS and inipeuitence depart, and melting love, con- 
trition and grief, fill the ransomed spirit, as viewing the 
dear imiocent, harmless Lamb of God, suffering for a 
vile Biul guilty sinner. 

lurcly there is not such a scene ever witnessed by a 
Niuner on earth like this, nor such effects n'rought in the 
Boul by auylluug that ever passes through ila immortal 
powcfR It iH a translation out of the kingdom of dark- 
new, into the kingdom of God's dear Son, (Col. i, 13.) 
from a itatc of guilt, fear, bondage, and enmity, to a 
ntfite of pardon, peace, liberty, and reconciliation with 
God, cheerful and happy obedience to the commands of . j 

Thu- the J-<.rd fulfils 
ye Bhall know thnt 1 am the Lord, when I liave openedl 
your graves, O my people, and brought you up out o 





your graves, and shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall , 
live, and I shall place you in your own land, then shedl ye 
know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, 
saith the Lord.' This experimental knowled^ of Christ ■ 
is eternal life. (See John xvii. 3.) ' Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in the first resarrection ; on such the 
second death hath no power." (Rev. xx. 6.) 

These are most blessed effects of this rich mercy of 
the Lord to the dry bones of the house of Israel, ex-' 
pressed in these words — ' and the bones come together, 
bone to his bone.' As these blesaing;B, conveyed by the 
Lord through the ministry of the prophet, were the rich 
epiritual blessings of eternal life, so it proved by the effect 
that these dry bones were of ' the body of Christ and 
members in particular,' or as the apostle saith, ' members 
of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.' 

The solemn and sacred transactions of redeeming, 
pardoning, sanctifying love, which pass between the Lord 
Jesus Christ and a pardoned sinner, by which Christ is 
received into the heart, his sweet and blessed image is 
sealed upon tjie broken spirit, by which the soul is mani- 
festly received into the divine favour — is an act of pure 
free love and favour, never to be revoked. Christ is re- 
ceived in his love, righteousness, and sacrifice, to reign 
in the heart, and the soul is placed under his government,' 
protection, wisdom, and blessing for ever. It was once ft 
captive to sin, an alien and a slave, ' sold under sin ;' bat ' 
these acts of divine mercy bind it in everlasting bonds of 
gratitude, and unite it to the Lord Jesus Christ for ever. 
Christ in his love claims it and owns it as the purchase 
of his death, keeps it by his power, supplies it from his 
rich fulness, and takes it for his own inheritance. Hei 
forward Jesua is the portion and inheritance of the si 
All its life, strength, righteousness, wisdom, peace, and 
joy, are alone in him. There » not a thing, or creature, 
or blessing — yea, the whole creation if it could possess it 
•—if it could roll in heaps of gold— conld satisfy it in 



o of CtriHt. If a day or an hour be [ 
out liim, if he withdraw hia presence, if faitli be low, if a 
cloud be upon the throne, if the word be dry, if eartidy 
prospects tempt and gain a eingk look or dedre in the 
heart, and break intercourse with the Lord — what a 
miserable object is a redeemed sinner under any or all 
these things. Such a one will cast himself at the mercv- 
seat and roll in agony, and never rest, crying night and 
diiy unto him, until faith is given to open communion and 
intercourse with him. This is as certain, and perhaps a 
more certain proof of union, though not so happy, as 
when the soul is in the consttmt enjoyment of its Beloved. 

It is not unfrequently the. case, that those who bave 
been tlie most highly privileged, and who have feasted 
upon the dying love of Jesus, have to pass through the 
liottest furnace, to prove thatlove, and for the exercise of 
laitb. It is often a grievous trial in the first instance, 
tliat the heart of Jeaus which flowed with tenderest love, 
which embraced and comforted the distreesed and sink- 
ing soul, seems closed against him. That sweet peace 
which flowed from free and open communion with the 
Father of mercies, is suspended. The throne which was 
open to free and almost constant intercourse, is now 
closed and silent to the most earnest pleadings aiid bit- 
terest cries. That heart which was overcome with dying 
love, which feasted upon the sacriJice of Christ, and 
melted with pardoning love, is filled with bitterness and 
Borrow, llie tongue once employed in praise and thanks- 
giving, is filledwith 'lamentation, andmouming,and woe.' 

Under these trying dispensations, faith is too weak to 
discover that these are the effects of love. (Rev. iii. 19 ; 
Heb. xii. 6.) They are the means of discovering the 
hidden evils of the heart. Self-will, impatience, fretful- 
ness, and murmuring are manifested. Abo the want and 
weakness of faith to receive, and bow to the will of God. 
It is easy and pleasant to be reconciled to God, ' 
living hr Beutible enjoyments of bis love iahU ieas 



But to be recoiiciied to the cross cheerfully, to take it up 
daflv.to receive the whole will of God in fiiith, to bow in 
passive and quiet Bahmission to the Father of spirits, to 
have the will hrolten, the reasoning and imaginali 
down and mortified, and every thought brought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ — is a warfare and a. 
conflict which will only be eflected by a long and heavy 
cross, and the spiritual weapons of faith and prayer, which 
are ' mighty through God to the pulling down of strong'" 
holds." (2 Cor. s. 4, 5.) 

Christ learned obedience (not by the manifestati 
divine love, but) ' by the things which he suffered.' He 
'was made perfect through sufferings.' (Heb. v. 8; ii. 10.) 
Where Christ is received in the heart, the cross must 
and will follow, "Where there is a receiving the benefits 
and blessedness of the redemption of Christ, there will 
be no walking with him in peace without partaking of his 
mind and spirit. ' He that is joined unto the Lord is 
one spirit." (1 Cor. vi. 17.) 

It is the high and happy privilege, the longing desire 
of every ransomed soul, made a partaker of Christ, to be 
also a partaker of his sweet mind and spirit, to enjoy 
fellowship and intercourse and walk in one spirit with 
hhn. But however great the privilege, and however 
much desired, it will be preceded by and accompanied 
with a partaking of his sufierings. 

The soul united to Christ has the glory of Christ for 
its one object ; and everythingwhich would dishonour liim, 
and separate and alienate the mind from him, or oppose 
his will, or grieve his spirit, forms a part of the cross ; 
and in following Christ in the regeneration, and 
labouring in spirit, after a clearer knowledge of him 
aud conformity to him, the way is found exceedingly 
narrow and difficult. There is not a single step we take 
or a state we pass, or any one object or subject 
mder the necessity of having to do with in our ^rasetfc 
Bla(e — but has a tendency to turu \vb aavic, \n &^es^,\n 






alienate, and distract our minds, and break our peace. 
Nor is there one affection, faculty, or power of oiir de- 
praved nature, but ia continually betraying us into eia 
and temptation ; yen, even the common mercies of life, 
given for our daily support, are often perverted so as to 
unfit the spirit for communion with the Lord, and bring 
guilt and misery into the mind. 

I would ask tbe most highly -privileged believer, if he 
has not been filled with the deepest shame in the dust 
before the Lord, for these evils and numerous others of 
a similar tendency ? Neither ia there a single motive or 
deaire which arises from nature, however fair in appear- 
ance, hut wUl tend to sin and misery, These are hum- 
bUng and mortifying lessons to a soul, who, under the 
constraints of dying love, baa and does repeatedly give 
itself and all its powers to the Lord, to live wholly for 
bis glory and to serve him in love. That there should 
be a departure of affection, a dishonorable thought, ia a 
sore grief. But that there should be found a continual 
disposition to depart from the Lord — a will opposed to 
bis wUl and ways, averse to bis dispensations in provi- 
dence and grace — a disposition to question bis wisdom, 
love, and power, to disbelieve hia word, to fret and be 
weary of his correction, to quarrel with the cross, &c. — 
that a Boul, conscious of its high calling, heavenly birth- 
right, and privileges, should be under these continual 
evils, and chained to a nature so averse to Gad, his will, 
and ways — is a sore and heavy cross indeed. 

That such a soul should he entangled in grie^-ous temp- 
tations, should be in states of great darkness and distress, 
and Ije continually at the throne, and yet have its burden 
and miseries increased ; should be bereft of all wisdom 
and strength, all seiiaible communion closed, deserted, 
and denied the manifestations of divine favour in tunes of 
greatest extremity, left apparently to contend with a host 
of evils and unbelief, and shut up wilh its wretched H 
— is a sore and painful cross. 



Of all eviTa, Self is the greatest monster. 
enemy to faith, and peace ; the wretched source of every 
evil. It is opposed to the will of God and his dealing's with 
the sold, and in every exercise of the soul in following 
the Lord. Self would centre in itself and live upon a 
stock — faith would look out of weakness and necessity to 
the fulness of Christ. Self would labour at the tlirone 
to have the cross removed — faith cleaves to it and prays 
it may be sanctified. Self is willing to go to the throne 
■with a. good frame — faith goes the moat cheerfahy with, 
nothing. Self is impatient and must have present rehef , 
I — fiiith labours under the biu-den, and says ' Tarry thoa 
the Lord's leisure.' Self looks within and judges by what 
it sees and feels — faith looks to the promise, and lives 
upon the faithfulness of the Promiser. Self ia weary and 
averse to be a continual beggar — the soul is never so 
happy as when brought in faith in deepest poverty to be 
filled with Christ. Self dies at impossibilities — faith lookS 
to the power and wisdom of God, and says, ' Who art 
thou, O great moimtain ? before Zenibbabel, thou shall 
become a plain.' (Zechariah iv. 7.) Self looks at 
second causes and frets against the instrument — fwth says 
' It is the Lord.' Self grows strong ia times of ease and 
prosperity — 'faith in times of deepest sufieriiig. Self 
would teach the Lord the way of nnderstanding, and 
choose its own path — faith says, ' Thou shalt guide me ' 
with thy counsel.' ^ ' 

This vfretched Self is a constant plague in every exer- i 
cise and act at the throne, in every state and dispensation, 
and the keener it is felt the better. It is the most effec- 
tual means to make a man sick of himself, to loathe, 
hate, and forsake himself, to flee from and fly out of 
himself, to fight against, to mortify, to crucify and cease 
from Self. It is an every-day cross, (Luke is. 25)" and | 
must be an every-day death. {1 Cor. sv. 31.) , 

The sout will be in constant conflict, in unceasing prayer 
at the throne, under groat weaknCfS and its heavy cross. 



Bnd I know not any thing that wears down both mind and 
body like soul-conflict and incessant prayer. It ie easy 
to learn the doctrine of dying and being dead with Christ, 
but to suffer the losa of all that is dear, to be dead to oor 
will, and choice, and comforts — to embrace him and his 
cross, his will and choice with cheerfulness — is not so 
easily learnt. 

To suffer the losa of his manifested favour if it would 
most glorify him ; to be dead in desire to all that is de- 
sirable ; to refer the whole to his will ; to be satisfied in 
faith, and quiet in his absence ; to resign his favour at 
his will, which is better than life and all heaven and 
earth ; to die and be dead to all but Ins will and glory 
when he is silent and deaf to the most earnest entrea- 
ties in the severest conflicts ; to keep the word of his 
patience when he seems to abandon the case, (Rev. iii, 
1 0) to suffer and bow in silence and passive resignation 
aitd faith to say, ' The cup which my father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it f (John xviii. 11.) Blessed 
suffering, by which we are made the rich partakers of the 
mind and spirit of the lovely Jesus, by which Self is 
crucified and faith increased, the will broken and the cross 
embraced, Jesus gloriSed and the soul made happy. O 
the blessedness of the love and power of Jesus 1 

The soul that is reduced under its continual sufferings, 
and is daily experiencing its own nothingness, will sink 
into the fulness of Christ, and rise in his likeness ; lose 
its own will and receive ' the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit." (1 Peter iii. 4.) Jesus breathes his sweet 
mind and spirit into the tender and broken heart ; 
and as thei'e is suiFeriiig with him, so there is a 
harning of him, a walking with him and in him, 
and a proof of union with him, ' It is a faithful saying, 
for if we be dead with liim, we shall also hve with him ; 
if we suffer, we fKiiU also reign with him; if we deny 
him. he also will deny us." (dTim.ii. II.) ' Him that 
everconietli, t^LU 1 make a pillar in the temple of jny 



God, and he ehnU go no more out, and I will write upon 
him the name of my God, and the name of the city c ' 
my God, which is new Jerusalem, which coracth dowu 
out of heaven from my God, and I will write upon him ' 
my new name.' (Rev. iii. 12.) 

Blessed encouragement to ' war a good warfare,' con- ' 
tinually ' locking unto Jesus, the author and finialier of \ 
our faith,' in suffering with him, as ■ members of his hody, 
of his flesli, and of his bones.' (Kphe. v. 30.) 

If time and strength be given for a few liucB more, it 
should he to notice as briefly as possible the bleesednen, | 
which arises out of experimental union with Christ. 
' Every one that loveth him that begat, loveth liim a 
that is begotten of him.' (1 John v. 1.) There are many^ I 
that are Bpiritually begotten who are not brought fortlC 
and who are labouring in great darkness and ignorancft 
as to their state, also of the way uf salvation of free 
mercy in Christ alone, and are wedded to their own will 
and way, and blindly opposed to the free mercy of God^ 
which alone can save them, and whiAk in due time will 
humble them and bring thera to the cross. Yet, araidit ] 
the errors and- ignorance with which their minds are 
blinded, there is one feature in all tauglit of God, which 
marks their character of whatever name or however dif- 
fering in sentiment, through the darkness of understand- 
ing or want of experience, which the Lord in his own 
time will teach. There is one and tlie same knowledge ■ 
of sin, in the measure the Lord hath seen good to reveal ; , 
also an inward sense of the need of pardon and peace w 
God ; and a dady desire of walking in spirit and newness 1 
of life with him. 

However weak these dceires may be, or however sucli 'I 
Bouls may err in the way they seek it, yet the inws 
burden of the mind and the frequent return of desire af 
the Lord, speaks the existence of life in the soul, as al 
the frequent confession of its sin before him. 
merely the confession of sin, but the inward and spirito 
r 2 



conviction of the evil, the guilt, and burden of it, wUch 
besjieaks the reality of the state of a burdeaed mind, and 
the same inwwd spiritual desire for mercy, which the 
Lord conveys with love to the souls who commune to- 
gether. It is this which forms the sinew which unites 
the body. Then the bones come together, ' bone to bia 
bone," lite the sinews of the human frame. It is love in 
the Spirit which cements, connects, binds, and keeps the 
body in peace, as the apostle saith, (Ephe. iv. iii.) ' The 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,' by which every 
member is joined together in one spirit. 

There are many who confess sin and talk mnch of de- 
pravity, who show no inward sign of conviction, or manifest 
a spirit impressed with its evil and guilt before God, but 
apeak of it Ughtly as a matter of course or a thing of no 
moment, in a hard and forward spirit. With such, a 
broken soul can have no union; and it may, perhaps, be 
the shortest and surest way of satisfaction to a truly 
quickened soul under its sinking fears, that it is most 
concerned and grieved at its own sins, and truly earnest 
and honest in confessing them before God. On the other 
hand, it is as decided a proof of mere profession, and it 
may be a great profession ; such are most enraged at the 
sins of others. 

This union is not in word, nor in tongue, nor in the 
letter, but in the spirit. There are those who have one 
creed in doctrine with whom a living soul can have no 
soul-union. There are others who differ widely in 
aentiment with whom a living soul can have true sweet 
Boul-union ; an inward bond of love which will sweetly 
unite in one spirit. Where the Lord bears his testimony 
in his rich blessing and most gracious presence, the love 
of Christ opens the contracted heart and drives out bit- 
terness from the spirit. ' Let all bitterness, and vsratb. 
ind anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you with all mahce, and be ye kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, ei.-cn as God fiw 



ChrJBt'a saie hath forgiven yoti.' Eph iv. 31, 32. 
cannot be shaclded and bound with a party spirit, nor with 
frowns or smiles of mtn ; it is free, noble, and disinter- 
ested, it comes free and pure from the heart of Christ, 
and it manifests the sweet ' mind of Christ.' It embraces 
with pure affection, souls that breathe the least desire 
after him. It bears with their errors and weaitnesaea. 
Its sole aim is to glorify Christ, to show the blessedness, 
the power, and effects of dirine love, over a poor, mean, 
and selfish spirit. It ia pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality, (or as the margin reads it,) without wrangling 
and hypocrisy.' (James iii. 17.) 

I know it is said, grace never altera the disposition of 
the mind; as though the new heart was no better than 
the old one, or ' the law of the spirit of life' no better than 
'the law of sin and death.' The blessed spirit and word 
of Christ teaches something more blessed and real, in 
the effects of reg-enerating love and grace, reigning over 
and subduing (though not destroying) the wretched dis- 
poaitioas of the desperate heart. ' The wolf also ahidl 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall he down with 
the kid, and the calf and the young hon, and the fathng 
together, and a httle child shall lead them.' To show 
the blessed effects of redeeming love in the heart, it is 
further said, ' They shall not huit nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain.' ' The envy also of Ephraim shall depart, 
and the adversaries of Ju'dah shall be cut off, Ephraim 
shall not envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim.' 
(Isa. xi.) 

What a most blessed commendation to the honour and J 
holy name of Jesus, is the manifestation of his lowly,,] 
meek, and lovely mind, which the elect of God are e 
hortcd to put on, (I Col. iii. 12; Matt. xii. 29.) 'toll 
praise of the glory of his grace,' and to show forth tl 
praises or virtues (margin) of liim who hath called theii 
out of darkness unto his rnarvcllous light, (t Peter ii. 29,) 



to be living witnesses before men to the sotil- sanctifying' 
power of divine love over the depraved affections of 
nature. ' Therefore if any man be in Chriat, he is, or let 
him be (margin) a new creature, old things are passed 
away, behold, all things are become new.' (2 Cor. v. 17.) 

What a most blessed fountain of love ia the heart of 
the Lord JesQS ! And what a real life-giving, Banctifying 
power does the Lord manifest, in putting forth that love 
over the empire of sin in the heart. Thus he fills the in- 
ward affections of a pardoned sinner with ' bowels of 
mercies,' to be drawn forth towards his little ones, bis 
suffering members ; uniting his children in bonds of love 
to each other, and aa nursing fathers and nursing 
mothers, (Isa. xlix. 23.) to hear them up in the arms of 
faith and prayer before the Lord ; to hold out to them 
the breast of consolation (Isaiah bcvi. 9 — 14 ;) to open 
the fulness and freenesa of Jesas' redeeming love and 
power ; to put away, pardon, and subdue sin ; to plant 
the rich graces of his spirit ; to adorn his holy name and 
gospel in ' the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God, of great price.' (1 Peter iii. 4.) 

What sweet love and tenderness were manifested by the 
apostle to those to whom he ministered the gospel, ' in 
the meekness and gentleness of Christ", (2 Cor. x. i.) 
commending the gospel of Christ in the spirit of Christ 
to his little ones, ' we were gentle among you, even as a 
nurse cherisheth her children, so being afiectionately de- 
BirouB of you, we were willing to have impartednnto you, 
not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because 
ye were dear unto ua.' (i Thes. u. 7, 8.) 

Where the glory of Christ is the one sole object of 
pursuit, and the eye, the motive is sing-le, from n real in- 
ward conviction of his worth and excellency, the means 
will be honoured with the presence and blessing of the 
l^rd, to Bcknowledge and blesa the union and intercourse. 
The Spirit of the Lord, as a Spirit of life and love, will 
raise the languid and drooping spirit, and ' comfort the 



feeUe-minded ;' it will lead and Htrengtiien desires after 
the Lord, bring home some sweet promieea to the heart ; 
it will increEise faitli and enable the weak to say ' 1 am 
strong .' He saith, ■ For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midat of tliem.' 

Where Jesus is, there is peace and union in one spirit, 
though there ha diversities of gifts and states, yet but 
one spirit ; the eves of all, from the least to the greatest, 
will be fixed in faith, ' looking unto Jesus,' to receive 
pardon and peace, righteousness and strength from his 
fulness. Whatever differences ma\ be in minor 'uhjects 
here they arc ' perfectly jomed together m the same 
mind, and in the same judgment 

Where • Christ is all and in all belf and Schism will 
be cast out. He that is greatest wUl he less than the 
least, and servant of all ; and m lowlmesi of mind each 
will esteem the other bettir than themsehes (Thilip 
ii. 3.) ' The eye cannot Mrt unto the hand 1 hate no 
need of thee, nor iigain, the head to the feet I ha\e no 
need of you. Nay, much more thee members of tht 
body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary,' 
though 'we think to be less honourable,' yet God hath 
' set the raember.", every one of them in the body, as it 
hath pleased him,' not as we think, but as it pleased him. 

Some are low of stature in understanding and experience, 
like the myrtle and the box-tree, manifesting much car- 
nahty. yet they are • babes in Christ,' (1 Cor. 3. I ,) and 
are aa much branches of his plantmg and the work of his 
hand, as the lofty cedar and the pine-tree. (Isaiah sh. 19, 
Ix. 13, 21.) The weakest and lowest branches are as truly 
united to the vine, and have the same kindness and care 
of the vine-dresser as the most high and lofty. 

Those who are strongest in faith in the Lord, have 
that faith most exercised and tried under the cross, and 
are of all others the weakest, and in their views and feel- 
ingB 'less than the least of all saints.' All those towering 
views which once lodged in the hveaat, vuvAct ■*. IwvtiE^ 



supenority of experience, knowledge, and faith — these 
things all fail in the day of desertion and the fiery fur- 
nace, when the great monster Self is discovered. 

The soul that has seen itself and Christ, has never seen 
its equal in deformity and sin, nor an object ao lovely 
and glorious us Christ. Under the aoul-humbling con- 
viction it is taught, that the same most rich and free 
mercy and love, wisdom, strength, and pure goodness, 
which can bless, keep, guide, and uphold, hear with and 
pardon one so entirely dependant, lost, and worthless, 
can most freely bless and save the most vile and worth- 
less sinner. Hence it is taught to ' have compassion on, 
or reasonably Itear wilh, (see margin) the ignorant, and 
on them that are out of the way. {Heb, v. 2 ; 2 Tim. ii. 
13, 14, 15.) 

The source of such affections is the heart of Christ. By 
living day by day upon his free mercy and love, it breathes 
the same love and tendemes» in its measure which dons 
from his heart to the least, the lowest, and the weakest 
lamb, that has a simple breath of desire after mercy, ])ar- 
don, and peace with God. TSie inward affections of the 
soul are at once drawn out, and sweetly united in one 
spirit of love and tenderness, opening to such little one* 
the love and compassion of the Lord Jesus, and in the 
spirit of love showing the vast ocean of the love of God 
in tiie gift of his dear Son. 

The Lord is present to give testimony to the word of 
his free mercy, in the conversation and communication of 
those who fear him, ' both small and great,' (Psidm csv. 
13; Malachi iii. 16.) Hence there is one spirit flowi 
through each other's heart, and unites the members to- 
gether in one heart and one soul. (Acts iv. 32.) The 
sinew of love unites the body, and ' the members have the 
some care one for another, and whether one member suf- 
fer, nil the members suffer with it, or one member be 
honoured, all the members rejoice with it.' (1 Cor. xu«i ■ 
25, 26.) 
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AU jarring and contention cease at the mercy- 
seat. All is peace, harmony, and love, all truly brought 
there are living upon momentary free mercy alone from 
Christ, ' Speaking the truth, or being sincere (margin) in 
love, grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ. From whom the whole body fitly joined together, 
and compacted hy that which every joint supplieth, ac- 
cording to the effectual working in the measore of every 
part, maketh increase of the body, unto the edifying of- 
itself in love." ' Till we all come in the unit>', or into the 
unity (margin) of the faith, and of the icnowledge of the 
Son of God, uiito a perfect man, unto the measore of the 
atatnre or age (margin) of the fulness of Christ.' (Epho, 
iv. (3—16.) 

' Behold, how good and how pleasant it is, for brethren 
to dwell together in unity,' under the rich anointing of 
the Holy Ghost, to drink into one spirit, and to be of 
one mind, to hve in peace, under the blessing of the God 
of love and peace, (2 Cor. xiii. 11,) the blessed ' dew that 
descendeth upon the moantains of Zion, for there the 
Lord conimandeth the blessing, even life for evermore.' 
' H appy is that people that is in such a case, yea, happy i> 
that people whose God is the Lord.' (Pm. cxxidii ; Pib> . 
criiv. 15.) 

Reader, what is your state and pursuit ? Is it ' peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ ?' Has dying 
love broke and healed your spirit ? docs it warm, animate, 
and fill the affections, and make the glory of Christ the 
dearest object of your heart ? and is not your soul dis- 
gusted at the miserable strife and bitterness manifested 
around you, under the vain pretence of defending the 
gospel of peace ? If so, I would say to yon and to all 
whose inmost souls are suffering the keenest sensa- 
tions of inward gnel, cease from ' the strife of tongues,' 
retire, go in and sit before the Lord ; (2 Sam. vii, 13) 

it your griefs over your slighted and injured Sav 
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he will hide you " from the pride of m 
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? with you and receive those griefe and sorrows 
as felt and borne for himself. He will show you how close 
and dear that union is between your soul and himself, and 
that hia dear name and glory are far more deep and dear 
in your heart than you before conceived ; and in the 
openings of his love will show how very dear your safety 
and peace was, and is, and ever will be, in his h^art ; he 
will open the sweetest intercourse, and there will be a 
sweet familiarity and a blessed partaking of each other's 
joys and Borrows, in the one interest which exists between 
you, which is his own glory. 

The affection you feel for Jesus's honour flows from 
his heart, and is kept alive every moment (laa, xxvii. 3) 
by a continued stream of love from his fulness. It is a 
sure proof of oneness and interest, what dishonours him, 
grieves and wounds your spirit ; and what wounds and 
grieves your spirit, ' toueheth the apple of his eye.' 
(Zech. ii, 8; Matt, xviii. 6 ; I Co. viii. xii.) 

See the marks of his love and tenderness exactly 
pointed to your case, when destruction and death was in- 
flicted on those who dishonoured his name. His heart 
and his eye were upon those who sighed and cried for 
the abominations done in Jerusalem ; (Ezek. ix.) they 
bore liis image, his hkeness, possessed his spirit, his seal, 
and mark in their foreheads ; it was visible in their lives 
and conversation to every beholder ; they were ' the 
seed whom the Lord had blessed:' ' they shall be mine 
saith the I,ord of Hosts, in the day when 1 shall make 
up my jewels, and I will spare them as a man apareth 
his own sou that serveth him.' Malachi iii. 7. 

May the Lord open unto his poor outcasts, his mourners, 
the sweetest love and tenderness of his heart, and enlarge 
their hearts to comprehend and receive out of the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace, that they may be 'filled with 
aU the fulness of God!' 
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2 The Baptism of the Spirit, by J. Wade. ^^ 

EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS. 

" ir the whole aeiies prove eqnat Id the firsl nambcr. we shall irinl 

weighly, sweel, savdur j, and unplious. TI.e st jle in whieli iKej ara 

wiitiug, no Brobilious atti^mpl la decorala and gild tlie severe tim- 
plieit; of linlh, are viMble in these pages. The lamiuage giiahei 
treeiy and fully Fiom Ihe writer's bioken heart, in a livinK slieaiD of 
freshness and cleamesB. The eipeiience is deep, liui ihaie is no 
(training, like SepiiDiu>,aFteiilrong eiptesnoas to describe il; and 
there Qie plates where Christ sad his b1i:f>Bed>iess are SHetllt apilkea 
of, but there is nclhing of that iDock eloquence, or lho.;e lorfious 
iksnipitoTia aimed at by Utawbridge and rongreve. We believa 
thai ilie aiilbor would Irembte in bis very soul to go lo DamBSCUS for 
a pattern of Itie altar. (2 Kings ivi. 10. II.) Heknowa that il must 
be of earth, or of unhewn stone, (Exoilus it. 34. 2ii,) and tba< he 
lifts up a graven tool upon it tn decorate il, pollutes, initesd of 
adorning 1 1. "—Gmpel Standetd, 

tetters addieaued la various petsons who were greatly exercited in 
soul afflictions. BDd,Bssucb, is calculated under the Lord's blessing 
to be very u>erul to Ihe deeply tried ami afflictedof his children. The 
writer proves himselFin very deed to be their ronpaniiin in tribulation, 
and in an eipetimenUI manner sets forth Ihe many sonl eierciwi, 
trying proviileoces, powerful teraptations, mental agony and soul 
distress arisiris from iudwemng sin and the crafty workings of Saian, 
whirh liavinghimselfpasssd through, aredelinealedia a fail lifni and 
aiTeetiunaie manner ; and then as a scribe well inilructed he directs 
hisreJiieis lo the grc-jl Physician, who is ready and will! fg and has 
■ ' ' '■ ■•■--■ -. - . - irthem 
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'here Lhey shall be witB 

"In lefen nee to the believer having fel-owship with Chriilin hia 
sufleiiogs. Mr. Wade hasdevoted a few of his pagei mate pa>tii-u- 
larly ; and we feel assured they will be read wiin much approval bv 
many of our readers who, perhaps, may not have so fully considBied 
. ibe depth and impottaace of tlie subject." — Spiriiusl Magaiint. 
" Thisisa moil blessed compdatinn. written as the author Infornii 
US. 'when his soul was passing under the heavy bonds of sin and 
death, and tocoiresnoudenisin similar slates, during a series of otght 
years' eiperience from 1832 to 1840.' We have perused the fint 
eight letters wilh peculiar pleaAure, and have found Ihem botb 
' marrow and fatness' lo our souls. We bless the Lord thai these 
letters (which we are informed were never intended for poblicalien) 
have been preserved and printed j far we duubl not that llie same 

such suppoit under heavy conSiuls both of suul aiid hddy—ho clear 
an insight into bis holy word— and such an aplitmle fur bringing 
fnrlh of Ihe things which God the lloiy GbosI hath inslrueled him 
in, that we doubt not the work before us will he eminently blessed to 
the church of the living God. 

" Mr. Wade is evidently one oflhasewhom Ihe Lord has been in> 
slruclinp in the school of affliction and sorrow, wliere he has recelvM 
his quarijicalioni lo go forth as a suitable iiiestionser to the trial 
metnben of the household of faith, lie can nan retrace his path, 
and praiiie the Lord for the way by » liicli he has led hini to euabia 
him lo spent with ilttiii-n and ffriainl^ In iVtow tQ wlu>iu be trtcei 
the /boUlepa of Ibe flock,"— Gospel Mogasine, 




